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Saddle put on the Right Horfe ; 



OR, AN 



E N Q,U I R Y, ^c. 



IN no part of the Britifh empire, have Englilh^ 
men ferved with more honour to themfelves^ 
and advantage to their country, than in the Eaft 
Indies ; and in no part have their adions been fo 
much mifreprefented* Nabob is a, general term of 
reproach, indifcriminately applied to every indi- 
vidual who has ferved the Eaft India Companf 
in Afia ; and every body underftands it as imply- 
ing, that the perfons to whom it is applied, have 
obtained their fortunes by grievoufly opprefling 
the natives of India. This, I believe, is the idea 
which arifes in the mind of almoft every man and 
woman in the kingdom^ on their hearing any per^ 
fon called a Nabob. 
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Perhaps there is no man in England, who has- 
had greater opportunities of obfcrving the general 
coriduA'of our countrymen m Alia, than the writer 
of this pamphlet, both before the Eaft India Com- 
pany pofleffed lands and revenues in India,'and fince. 
If thirty years refidence in various parts of Afia^ 
and having connexion, by fomc means or other, 
with the pi^indpal chara&ers who have figured on 
that famous ftage during the above mentioned pe- 
riod, that is, from the ycftr 1750 to the year 1780^ 
can intitle me to a right tp intrude myfelf on the 
publioas a^nitrratov 0f faAs) Hm fointitied. I anx- 
jiot influenced by any man, or body of men, to this 
undertaking. I conceive myfelf to be a difintereft- 
cd perfon, who, having the means, have alfo the 
inclination, to remove pre}udtces from the public 
mind, which have, been, and continue to be, very: 
prejudicial, npt only to individuals, but to the 
nation in generaL 

» 
But too well have, we been c§pvinced, that eve^ 

ry branch of the legiflativc power of this country,, 
were xr^Q&, grofsly impofed on, with refpeft to thc^ 
temper, difpofxtion, refoiution, and refources, of 
the people of America, prior to the late war in that 
country : Nor could the hcsirty union of the Thir- 
teen States,, to repel the wilful meafures of the 
mother country, open the eyes of government, to* 
the dreadful confequences of their infatuation.. Sa- 
ratoga hardened our hearts, and French perfidy 

but 
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but made us more obftinaite. The publication of 
Lord CornwalUs's Vindication, convinces us, that' 
our managers muft have long known, tnjt the 
hopes of conqucft was as defpcrate, as the idea of 
pumping the ocean dry, through the rotten fides 
of a leaky (hip. Every viftory brought proof that 
our ruin approached ; for more men were loft in 
the hafty retreats from our own fuccefs,. to a place 

, of fafety, than there fell in battle. York Town 
capture, no more than the^Saratoga furrender, 
would have brought home convidbion of our errors, 

. had more men been to be had. The famcf lying 
fpirit which involved us at firft, continued the in^^ 
fatuation to the laft : and Lord George Germaine 
left the Miniftry as much convinced, that another 
campaign, after the defeat of De Grade, would 
have produced the fubjedion of America, as Lord 
George Gordon is now convinced, that to perfe- 
cute our loyal and faithful fellow fubjeAs, the Ro- 
man Catholics, with fire and fword, would be do- 
ing the work of htftven. ^ 

It^ tranfaftions (b various, fb extenfive, and fo 
complicated, as the Britifh affairs have been in the 
wcftcrn and in the eaftern world, fince the year 
1750, it is impoflible that much truth, arid much 
falihood, fhould not have been mixed up together, 
and obtruded on the public, America complained, 
and fhe has convinced us that (he complained juft* 
ly, of the officers of government mifrcprefcnting 
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them b Europe. The Eaft Indiei have fufSrsed ^ 
good deal from the fame caufes. I have uken up 
the pen in the caufe of truch, and will handle it 
with the free fplrit of an Englilhman. I write to 
the whole people, and (hall therefore write plainly. 
The nation has been abuled, millions of fa&s have 
been mifreprefented, and the delufion caufed there- 
by^ has been produdive of much evil. I muft go 
deep into detail, in order to come at the root 
of the national prejudices, with refpeft to the gen- 
tlemen who have ferved in Afia, by fhewing how 
and when^ thefe prejudices firfl: took their rife, how 
they have fmce been propagated and fupported, and 
how neceflfary it is for all perfons, who mean to 
form their opinions on juft grounds^ ta examine 
very clofcly into th? foundation of every report^ 
which though at iirft propag^ed only with a view 
to injure aa individual^ or to ferve a party, comes 
at lad to fpread fo wide^ as to prejudice the public 
at home, and (lain the honour of the nation abroad*. 
For who is he that does not give credit to fome one 
or more of the current reports, relative to the de* 
folation and total ruin,, of many provinces in the 
Eaft Indies, more particularly ia Bengal? Falfe- 
hoods often repeated^ and never contradicted^ in 
dmecome to be con(idered as realfa£ts. and at la(t 
are adopted by creditable hiftorians, and go down 
to poflicrity as parts of true hiftory* I (hall take 
occaGon, in the courfe of this work,, to mention fe- 
veral circumJOlanccs that are now confidently be« 
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lieved, which have no kind of jbtmdation in truth* 
Whether the univcrfally received doftrine of poll- 
tical neceflity, in numberlefs fituations of national 
concerns, will be admitted t)r not, I neither know 
Tior jcare. Wars, I believe, arc fomctimes una- 
voidable, but they are fddom juft, if they arc 
weighed in that excellent Chriftan fcale, of doing 
to others as we would they fbould do unto us. 

Since the difcovery of the paflage by the Cape 
of Good Hope to the Eaft Indies^ the Portugueze, 
the Dutch, the French, and the Englilh, have, at 
various periods, held very valuable and extenfive 
pollcflions on tht continent of India Proper, or, as 
it hasbyfome been called, the Peninfula of India. 
The Portugucze were the firft, and the Englifh 
the laft, of the European powers, who have ac- 
quired dominions in that part of the world. It is 
no part of my plan, to enter deeply into the caufes 
which gave rife to the wars, by the fortune of 
^hich we acquired dominions fo extenfiveand valu- 
able as thofe we now poiTefs in Bengal, and other 
parts of Ada ; it is a fubjeffc which has employed 
much abler pens. To thofe who wilh to read for 
real information, and a love to truth, Mr. Orme is 
a mod excellent guide: but toothers who read 
for amufcment, and admh-e more the beautiful 
flights of fancy in an author, than folid and genuine 
information, the Abb£ Reynal has produced the 

moH beautiful biftorical novel that ever was writ* 

ten. 
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ten. That amazing author wrote to the palfions of 
all mankind, and has fucceeded wonderfully. With 
the invention of Homer, the beauties of Virgil, the 
genius of Shakefpeare, the induftry of Boyle, and 
the philanthropy of a Chriftian Citizen of the World, 
he has produced an entertaining romance, rather 
than a faithful hiftory. He will for ever amufe, 
but never convince ; for on a fmall foundation of 
truth, he piles a heap of moll beautiful fiction as 
high as the clouds, to which he in every page lifts, 
and there for ever leaves his readers ; too eccentric 
to be tied to hiftorical truth, and too much the 
child of fancy, not to be carried, at every turn, in- 
to the regions of fiftion. Every page of his Afiatic 
Hiftory, that relates to fads which fell out after the 
peace of Aix*la-Chapelle, in 1748, is fo chequered 
with truth and falfehood, that no dependance ought 
to be placed in him by an impartial hiftprian, who 
means to inftru6t, and not- merely to amufe the 
world. Mr, Fainc, the Secretary to the American 
Congrefs, hath made the fame obfervation with 
reipedt to his pieces of hiftory, relative to the late 
troubles in that quarter of the globe; and fo will 
every o(her writer, who (lull examine his faAs, 
and compare tbcm with his own experience and 
knowledge, in any part of the world. But the bril- 
liancy of his extraordinary genius, has regiftered 
his labours in the temple of fame, and the Abbe's 
novel will be read, when Orme's faithful hiftory 
^all be forgotten. What inducement then can I 

have 
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iiaveforwririog? Pofterity will certainljf hflor no* 
thing of me nor my paiophlct. — Grantied.:«^£yc 
fomc of my contem^porarics will ; and if J can but 
fnatch one fingle lie from the hiftorian's p^ge» or 
from the Ups of tcaflitian^ it will be worch ioy U* 
bour* 

Though the appellation of Nabob is certainlf 
an Aliatic tide, it was as certainly fird gi^ren to Co- -y. 
ionel Clive abroad, on account of his moderation, 
rather than his rapacity, or greedinefs .of plunder. 
At home indeed, it wag firH applied to men, who 
contraded their habits of accumulacion after tfacir 
ceturn to this country:, and not to thpfe who never 
had been but one voyage Co India. Thefe may ap- 
pear to be very extraordinary a0ertion4 » but I &^ 
xhat I (ball be abk to prove them beyond 4 doubt* 
My greaceft difficulty will lie in confining mylcJf 
CO a few inftances, and thole fuch as will cooue 
home to every man's bofom, and not running t|us 
pamphlet into length, by producii^ too many, and 
proving too much. 

The firft tafte of fame and con(|ueft^ which thp 
Englilh officers enjoyed in India, ha^^pened on the 
coaft of Coromaadel, where the grestt Clive, an4 
his able matter in the art of war, Major-General 
Lawrence, made the Engjifh name terrible. ^hi» ^^ 
was foon after followed by the c^pqpeft of all the 
kMTts and harbours of the pirate Aogtia, on the 

Mal&ba 
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Malabar coaft. Yet we made conqueds rather as 
auxiliaries, than as principalsin the wars : for the 
Nabob of Arcot enjoyed the advantages of the firft, 
and the Poonah Mahratus of the lafl:. Some prize 
money was made, but no territory held, which produ- 
ced any thing further than fome advantages in trader 
and a few diftrifts pawned or pledged to us for ter* 
tain fums advanced, the revenue of which was to 
ramburie the Company for the expences of the 
war. Perhaps it would have been as well, if we 
could have tied ourfelves down always to have ac- 
'ted in the fame manner, and never loft fight of our 
firfl profeflion of merchants. But armies once 
raifed, muft be paid ; and the fword once drawn, 
no man hath hitherto been able to foretel, when, 
or how, it fliould again become Iheathed, in any 
period of time, or in any part of the world. We 
won a rich and extenfive continent in the eaft; as it 
l?crc by furprile, between the years 1756 and 
'1763 ; and we loft another in the weft, by means 
as fudden and unexpefted, between the years 1776 
and 1783. Such fudden ftart^ into power, gran* 
deur, wealth, and dominion, and as fudden returns 
Into poverty and humiliation, ought to humble our 
pride^ and deftroy our arrogance. They certainly 
are prodigies permitted by heaven^, to convince 
mankind, that their buQne&Qn earth, is peace, love, 
and good will, towards each other, and not war 
^d defblation. We are but monkeys without tailSf 
>nd take a deal of fcourging before we learn our 

duty -^ 
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duty ; and even then, a little Flow of what we call 
good fortune, turns our heads as much as an apple 
does that of our grinning prototype, and we forget 
all again* 

• That wc were not the aggreflbrs in the difputc ^ 

at Bengal with Surajah ul Dowlah, is generally 

allowed. A few indifcreet afts in the Englilh Go-- 

vernor, could not juftify the extirpation of every 

Englifliman in the kingdom. The Company held 

fadories in Bengal, by permiflTion of the Emperor 

of Hindooibn ; and under the protedtion of the 

Company, the inhabitants of Calcutta fuppofed 

themfelves in fafety, in every part of the provinces 

belonging to the Subah, or Nabobs of Bengal* 

fiut he was a raib, ill advtfed, hcadftrong, and 

rapacious young man, deaf to the voice of realbn 

and of juftice; and only did not deftroy every Eng* 

iifliinan in Bengal, becaufe (bme efcaped his vcn* 

geance, and got down the river in (hips and boats, 

(where many of them died, and the others fu&red 

much in body and mind, for the fpace of five 

months,) until relief was fent themrfrom Madra& 

Colonel Clive commanded the land forces, and 

Adnural Watlbn, and the prefent Sir George Po^ 

cock, the fquadron of King's (hips then in India, 

which accompanied the M^drafs troops to the re* 

lief of their d'tftrefled and much wronged friends 

at Bengal. 
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It is the province of the hiftorUn to enter into 
a detail of all circuoiftances relative to the war which 
enfued ; and many very good accounts there are 
in prints of our fucceHes in Bengal, and other 
parts of India. My bufmefs is to (hew, that the 
appellation of Nabobs fo indifcriminately beftowed 
on all the gentlemen who have ferved in India, 
properly beUmgs but to one. 

If ever there was a truly juft war of offence, 
that waged under the command of Colonel Clive^ 
againil the Subah of Bengal, was fuch. There was 
no alternative. He would have deflroyed us, if wp 
had not dethroned him. Our right of continuance, 
as n^rchants,* in the country, was in every legal 
point q£ view, fuperior to his right to govern it. 
Ours wasderived from a grant of tenrcnewcd by Emr 
perors, long acknowledged as the undifputed Sover 
reigns of all Hindooftan \ his was from a very rer 
,cent ufurpation. He was as improper a fucceflbr to 
AUaverdy Cawn» as Richard Cromwell was ta 
Oliver. We could not continue under his governr 
ment in fafety, as merchants -, and neccifity, that 
political falve for all felf-interefted ibres, made it 
neceifary that we ftiould remove him from thq 
throne, or he would have removed us from the 
country. The bloody, felfrwilled tyrant, plun* 
dered the unarmed merchants; but the armed 
merchants, in their turn, defeated the worthier 
defpot. Had the Nabob conquered Col. Clive and 
\m army on the plains of Plafley, not an Englifli- 

man 
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man would have bcca left in Bengal. But Clivt 
defeated the Nabob, and might, if he had thought 
proper, by the right of arms, ^nd law of natiQUfi^ 
have entered bis capital city fword \a hand, an4 
have plundered and laid all wafte, as the Naboi^ 
had done at Calcutta the preceding year. Revengp 
for paft injuries, dcfve of plunder, the law of rcr 
taliation, and fifty other fcurvy paiTipns, offtic^ 
themfclves on the inftant of vifl:ory, whilft the 
blood of the conquerors ran warm in their veins t^ 
impel them on ; but that great Chridan virtue^ 
moderation, interpofcd, and all was faved. There 
was in the cities of Moojfiiadabad andCofTambuzar, 
at that moment, more wealth than was fufiiciept to 
have made every gejitleman in Bengal, richer tha^ 
moftof the Nabobs that I know now in England* 
There was not a Moor or Hindoo family in. the 
city, but trembled for the confequences. Rapes, 
maflacres, fire, plunder, and defolation, was what 
they expelled. War with Europeans and Chrif^ 
tians, they bad never before experienced. Their 
Prince had been totally routed, nor had they an idea, 
but that the ruin of all his fubjcdts muftbe the iner 
yitable confequence* What then muft have been 
their furprire,wheD they were afTured that the Eipg* 
liih were their friends^ and when they faw that not 
a houfe was plundered or burned, that not a womaa 
was ravifhed, nor man,wom^, of icbildj murdered. 
or fuffered any kind of injury from Europeans, at fa 
jgreat and extraordinary a revolution ! In a very: 

few 
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few days the tumult fubfided, the (hops were 
opened, confidence was reftored, and buOnefs of 
all kinds went on as quietly, as if no revolution had 
happened. This to the Afiatics, appeared aftonifh- 
ing i and thofe of them who furvivc, mention fuch 
moderation and forbearance in the conquerors, 
with wonder to this day. I have heard it aflerted by 
many of the natives, who had good opportunities 
of knowing the fad, that there was at the time 
Colonel Clive and his parcy entered the city, from 
ten to fifteen millions fterling, in current gold, fil- 
ver, and jewels, in the public treafury, the bank- 
ers (hops, the houfes of the officers of (late, and 
of private merchants ; and I believe it as firmly, 
as I do that an equal, or much greater, fum in value, 
now fubfiils in the fame kind of depofitories, in the 
cities of London, Wcftmlnftcr, and Southwark, * 

Without entering into an inveftigation, whe- 
ther, by the law of arms, the Englifh army had a 
right to all this wealth, as the army of the Nabob 
thought they had the preceding year, to every thing 
which could be found in Calcutta, I (hall only ob« 
ferve, that peace was reftored, and private property 
of every kind, left untouched by the captors, on 
condition that a fum, equal to about four millions 
fterling, was paid to the Company, including what 
was given as a compenfation to the fuffering merch- 
ants in Calcutta^ and as prize money, or donation, 
to the fleet) the army, and to individuals in high 
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kktion : And I further affirm, that a fum equal 
thereto, ^as found in the different treafuries of the 
dethroned Prince, and quietly taken pofleflion of 
by his fuccelTor. The Englifh had been infulted by 
a tyranr, whofepredeceiTor had ufurped the govern* 
ment of the Bengal provinces, and refufed to ren- 
der account, or pay obedience^ to his li^ lord, 
the Great Mogul, or Emperor of all Hindooilan, 
a dependant part of whofe empire, the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, had, for ag^ be« 
fore the ufurpation of Allaverdy Cawn, been con- 
fidercd, and held by commifliom from the Empe* 
ror. The reigning ufurper paid no regard to the 
orders or mandates of the Emperor, and having 
conceived a diilike to the Englilh, ufed the power 
in his hands to diflodge them, by force of arms, 
from their fadory, or fettlement, which he plun- 
dered, and inhumanly deftroyed many hundreds 
of the innocent inhabitants. The following year 
(as noted above) the Engli(h were reinforced, at* 
tacked the ufurper \A their turn, and having de- 
feated him more than once, drove him from the 
mufnud, or throne, and eftablifhed one of the 
great feudal lords, or Barons of Bengal, in his 
ftead. 

Now comes the great political queftion, in the 
difquilition of which, a genius fuch as that of the 
Abbe Reynal, might difplay his whole powers of 
philofophic reflexion, and benevolent condufioa. 

The 
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The field 11 boandlcls; and the matter it would 
fumtfh to fo degant and creative an imagination, 
extremely fertile ; yet the queftion itfelf is fimple 
and plain, and contained in one fingle — ^fry- 
Would it have been more to the intcrcft of the 
Englifh nation, when they had eftabliflied Mecr 
Jafficr Ally CaWn in theSubahlhipof the provinces 
of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and received from 
him full reftitution for their lofTes, and handfome 
gratuities to their fleet and army, for the trouble 
they had in reveilging their own* quarrel, to have 
re-clVabliftied their faftories precifely in the fame 
fituation in Which they had flood before the war, 
kaving the fame number of troops (for fliew) and 
civil fervants, to condudt the Company*s mercan- 
tile affairs, and retired with their fleet and army 
to the coaft of Coromandel, to meet their natural 
and national enemy, the French, without dipping 
further into the political affairs of Bengal ? or pro- 
ceeded on as they have fince done, to fubdue the 
whole country ? 

Ai^ examination into plain matters of iaft, will 
find fufficient employment for fuch dull, inanimate 
fouls as mine ; mere pamphleteer hiflorians dare 
not to meddle with fuch abftrufe polidcal Gordian 
knots, when they come in their way. I (hall, there- 
fore, leave it as I found it, for fear of going out of 
my depth : though the probable conlcquences of 
the other fide of the queftion, are tumbling about 
io iby head, from having viewed the fcene» and 
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tdken an adire part on the It^e myfelf. But aS 
what might have happened from Our holding a dif- 
ferent conduffc to that which we really did hold, 
muft forever remain mere matter of conjedurai 
opinion, I (hail confign it untouched to the Abb^ 
and other metaphyfical geniufes of that powerful 
tribe, who ralfe themfelves into' feme, by forming 
theoretical fyftems to govern mankind, in which 
pradical experience has little to do, and go on in 
my own way, to account for what has happened, 
in confequence of our having held the Bengal Na- 
bob in leading^-ftrings, and undertaken to dry nurie 
Chet Sing, Rajah of Benares, Afoph ul Dowlah, 
Nabob of Oude, Viziar of the Empire, &c. &c. 

t MUST, for a moment, rcverf to firft principles.' 
Do not be alarmed, gentle reader, for I hate as 
much as you can, tedious, dull, conjeAural nar- 
ration. Truth lies in a fmall compafs, and may be 
eafily explained* It is fidion which bewilders and 
tires, when any where met with out of its own pro- 
vince, poetry. In biography it is intolerable, but 
in hiftory it is infamous. Why does the Abbe 
Reynal ru(h into my mind, when I make fuch a 
refleftion ? The reafon is, that I have been difguft* 
ed by his erroneous account of Afia : For with all 
his beauties of genius and of ftile, and with all his 
boafled philanthropy, he is not an hiftorian, as he 
Calls himfelf, and has been called by others, but a 
febulift. One fingle page in the writings of his 
countryman, Bernier, relative to India affairs, is 

worth 
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worth his whole work : fo much does plain truth, 
and common fenfe, exceed the mod beautiful and 
luxuriant creations of ^ncy. 

It has always been the cuftom of the Eaft India 
Company, and it is their cuftom ftili, to fend their 
fervants out young, in quality of writers, to their 
Settlements in the Eaft Indies, where they ferve an 
apprenticefhip of five years in that ftation, and af- 
terwards rife by degrees, and at the end of certain 
periods, to fuperior rank. The gradations are thofe 
of writer, fafbor, junior merchant, and fenior 
merchant. The fenior of which laR order, fucceeds 
to the vacancies at the council board, as they hap- 
pen, and fo up to the government. At Bengal, this 
order of fucceflion has been broken in upon, the 
ftate having taken the nomination of the Gover- 
nor General and his Council. But the Board of 
Tradr, as it is now called, have the diredion in 
mercantile affairs, and may be faid to be fimilar 
to the old Prefident and Council, as to what relates 
to commercial tranla£tions. All the other Preii- 
dencies, the focceffion to the high offices of go* 
vernment) are ftill open to the younger fervants» 
fubjeft only to the controul of the Company at 
home. 

The young men chofcn for writers, were for- 
mcrly fele£ted from the middle orders of the people, 
fiich as the fons of DireSors of the Company^ 

their 
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their military and marine ofEcers, their old fer- 
vants abroad, and of merchants and capital trtdef- 
men connefted with the Company at home ; latter- 
ly, numbers of writers have been taken from the 
higher orders of fociety, and fome of them the fons 
of tie nobility. All I wifh, or mean, to infer, by 
this account of writers, is, that if there is any mo- 
rality or virtue, left in the people of this diflipated 
nation, it is as likely to be found in fuch families 
as are above mentioned, as in any other. It will at 
lead be allowed me, that however depraved and 
diflipated the parents may be, hitherto they have 
taken care to inftil, by a virtuous and liberal edu- 
cation, the principles of moral and religious duties, 
into the minds of their children: And as the 
young men in general, go abroad when they attain 
to their fixteenth year, their manners and morals 
are as uncorruptas can be well expeded, when they 
take (as happens but too often) their eternal leave' 
of their fon^ parents, to feek their fortunes in the 
Eaft India Company's fervice. 

To fuppofe that, on their arrival at the feveral 
places of deftination in India, whether Bombay, 
Madrafs, Bengal, or Bencooleb, they are given up 
to their own direftion entirely, is a miftake. Gene- 
rally (peaking, if they have no relations of their 
own on the fpot, they are very particularly recom- 
mended to the notice of other families in the fet- 
tlcmcnt, who receive them on their arrival, under 

B their 
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their prote£HoA : And as for a decent provifion, 
no fervice in the ^6rld, provides (b handfomely for 
their d^p^ndents. What the Company allows, is 
fuffici^nt, with rigid frugal economy, for the mere 
neceflaries of life ; but thoft whole friends can al* 
ibw them ibmething tnore during their wnterfliip» 
ihay fpend it« without incurring the charge of ex- 
travagance, as it is generally laid Out in good ap- 
parel i, and if in any thing a young man can be 
juftlBed in going to the utmoft bounds of his in- 
come, I Ihould excufe him more readily in the ar- 

- 

tide of drcfs, than any other. Youth is the blollbn:) 
of life } the ufe of gay apparel at that period, » 
but copying nature, and fhe ieldom errs. 

The^e are, no doubt, vices in fome conftitu-' 
tions, which no cUmate can controiil, and a warn) 
one the leaft of any. On this t Iliall fay nothing 
more, than that in all ibcieties, fome few indivi« 
duals will run riot. Tinne, and lime only, is able 
to rein in fome of our natural paflions. But as for 
^ the accidental ones of wine and gaming, if they 
are enjoyed any where in nKxleration, and without 
grofs abiife, it is in the Eaft Indies ; for I never 
knew a young man guilty of either, who did well 
in the Company's fervice, for they are by no means 
countenanced in fuch cxceffes by men in power. 

The ftudy of the country languages, and the 
daily duties of the office to which they are, from 

their 
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their firft arrival, allotted, find employment 
enough for the mod a£hve mind ; and in Afia, as 
in all other parts of the world, the man who beft 
attends to the duties of his ftation and- fituation, 
llicceeds beft in life. But as to diffipation, and 
corruption of manners and morals, a merchant's 
or banker's clerk, of twenty years old, in London, 
is further gone than the Company's fervants in 
Afia during their whole life. 

It has been obferved, that the Eaft India gen- 
tlemen write and fpeak more correftly, than any 
other body of mercantile people in the world : (for 
merchants they are, and only deferve the denomi- 
nation of Nabobs, when they aflfeft to forget that 
circumftance, as I (hall go near to prove.) The 
reafon is this ; that partly from their inability of 
expreffing themfelves correfbly to their Indian fer- 
vants, and partly from the want of comprehenfioa 
in thofe fervants, they are not able to fend a fimple 
meflage without writing a note, or, as it is called 
in India, a chit. This of courfe obliges them to 
write very frequently, and unlefs they do it cor- 
re&ly, they become fubjed to the ridicule of their 
companions. When they go into the provinces, 
this corre^ondence is extended to the writing of 
letters on all fubjeds whatever ; which, together 
with the correft and malterly ftile of correfpon- 
dence, in which the Company's affairs are car* 
ricd on by their fuperiors in rank, whofe wri* 
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lings they arc frequently employed to copy, in the 
end, gives . them the habit of writing corredly. 
And it may with equal juftice be oblerved, that 
the application which the young men in general, 
give to the ftudy of the country languages, pre- 
ferves to them^ and improves the knowledge of, 
the grammar which they acquired at fchool. 

The manners of the Hindoos are,, perhaps, the 
y- moll inofFcnfively mild and engaging, of any peo- 
ple on earth. They never fpill the blood of the 
moft ofienfive and noxious infeft defignedly ^ nor 
ever puniCh their children, or dependents, . with 
ftripes. A young man, in a continual habit of 
iot^rpoucfc with fuch a people, muft imbibe fome 
of .rheir paf i^At ^nd placid ideas. CJniverfal charity, 
and general .hpfpitality, are natives of .Alia, and 
are praflifed by the Hindoos towards all ftrangers, 
as far as their cultoms and religious prejudices will 
admit. Young minds are attra&ed by example ; 
and it is the general opinion, that if in any part of 
the world, Englilhmen are pre-ctpinently famous 
for the focial and donneftic virtues, the Company's 
icrvants in the Eaft Indies are they» I was acquaint- 
ed, with the inhabitants of every one of the Prefi- 
dencies, for feveral years before the capture of Cal* 
cutta by the Moors ; and I affirm, with truth and 
certainty, that fuch were the cultoms, manners, 
and habits, of the EngUlh inhabitants of Bombay, 
Madrafs^ and Calcutta in Bengal, when the trou- 
bles 
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bfcs with the Moors commenced, and In their con* 
fequences, brought about the revolution above 
mentioned^ in 1757, at Bengal. 

The great Lord Clive hlmfelf, (and furely, \€ 
ever a private fubjed deferved the name of great, "tA 
he was the man,) went out a writer in the Com- 
pany's lervice, and indeed, fo did a great number 
of the Company's officers originally. Some of them 
returned again to the civil fervice, many fell in the 
field, and fome furvived to return to Europe^ 
but of thofe laft there were but few indeed. I have 
fliewn that it was in their power to have become, 
every man of them, as rich as their countrymen 
have conftantly fuppofed all the Indians to be, and 
that the law of retaliation, a juftifiable fpirit of 
revenge, fc}f intepeft, and great opportunity, were 
all on their fide to help them on ; but the generofi* 
ty, hofpitalicy, humanity, and moderation, for 
which they w:ere in thofe days fo famous, opera- 
ted fo ftrongly, that fo /ar were they from cxer- 
ciGng a6ls of cruelty and barbarity on individuals, 
to accumulate wealth, that they negleAed to take 
what, by the law of arms, and the conftant and 
vniverffil cuftom of that country, had become their 
right. 

• 

BfiFORB I proceed further, it may be neceffary 
to fay fomething on the different claffes of Nahohs. 
Lord Clive will b^ found to be the only reaf and 

genuine 
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genuine Englijb Nahoh^ atnongft the whole num- 
ber. 

The ftcond fort, or thofc whom I fliall call 
furious Nabobs^ are fuch perlbns, who having 
fervcd the Company many years abroad, and re- 
turning to Europe with a moderate fortune, cither 
from a negligence arifing from that generous con- 
fidence which they had imbibed in India, took too 
little care of their money, or perhaps (haring ic 
with their friends too generoufly, or» as ic fome* 
times happened, from an impatient, ambitious 
fpirit to raife themfelves into public notice, ob« 
tained their former rank, and returned again to 
India. It is principally to tbis fecond order of 
Nabobs, that the Ball: Indians owe that part of the 
odium, which may be faid to have been juftly laid 
to their account i But as to the greater part of the 
ungenerous fiories, which have induftrioufly been 
propagated againft them, I pledge myfelf to con- 
vince the impartial, unprejudiced, and candid 
reader, that they never had exiftence. 

The third order is compofed principally of fuch 
gentleraeo, who have ferved in different .parts of 
Afia, from twenty to thirty years, and being con- 
tent with a moderate^ faoneftly acquired fortune^ 
have returned to their nature country, and gene- 
rally to their native place, whether England, Scot- 
ymd^ WakSt or Ireland, to fptfnd amongft their 

friends 



friends the remainder of their days. Thi; order I 
(hall denominate the reputed Nabobs. 

It is a remark, and a very melancholy one it is, 
becaufe it is true, that not ten in the hundred of 
the Company's fervancs, who go out writers, ma- 
rine and military officers, furgeons, cadets, tradcf- 
men, &c, ever return to their native country with 
a handfome independency ; and not twenty in the 
hundred of the whole, who go abroad to fettle in 
India, under every denomination, of free merch- 
ant, free mariner, &c. &:c. included, ever re- 
turn at all. Amoogfl; thefe icanty returns, we mud 
look rtot only for our real, (purious, and reputed 
Nabobs, but alfo for another race, which I fhall 
call fwr^ adventurers^ or mujhroom Nabobs — A fet 
of men, who have caufed almofl: as much fcandalt 
by their indifcreet conduft after their return, as the 
fpurious Nabobs themfelves. 

Formerly, when a man in this country was 
called a Jacobite, it raifed in the mind of the 
bearer, the idea that he was a friend to the interefts 
of the Stuart family. At prefent, when 4 gentle- 
man is faid to be a Nabob, the hearer conceives 
chat he has ferved the £a(l ladia Company at Ben- 
gal. But this is by no means ajudidea: there are 
Nabobs of the three lafl forts, who have ferved at 
Madrafs and Bombay ; though the term was origi- 
iially given to gentlemen who had Ibrvcd in Bengal, 

So 
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So much it was neceiTary to prcmife, to prevent 
mifconceptions. When I Ipcak in general of India 
gentlemen, the term implies indifcriminacely, ^11 
perfons who have ferved in Afia. But if the Pre- 
fidency is neceflary to be known, a Nabob of 
Bombay, Madrafs, or Bengal, will be particularly 
mentioned ; and to diftinguifh the clafs, real, fpu- 
rious, reputed, or mufliroom, will be added. With 
the help of this clue, I hope to make myfelf 
clearly underftood. 

Had the King's Admirals, and Colonel Clive^ 
after they had cftabliffied Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn^^ 
in the Naboblhip of Bengal, and re-eftablifhed tho 
Company's affairs in that kingdom, been content 
with fo doing, and withdrawn the fleet and army 
- from thence, and trufted in future to the gratitude 
oftheSubah, for our Company's mercantile in- 
terefts, in all human probability, the appellation 
of Nabob^ as it is now applied, would never have 
been known in England. But Colonel Clive, who 
looked through a Muflulman, or an Hindoo 
Grandee, as clearly as through a glafs, confidered 
them as a race of beings who never could be truft- 
ed^ fo prudently made a good bargain for the Com« 
pany, in obtaining the cefllon of certain diftriAs 
for theni in perpetuity, and a life-right for himfelf, 
inagrant of ajaghire, orpenfion, of about thirty 
y- thoufand pounds a year. That this laft was a vo- 
luntary offer to him from the Nabob, I moft fe- 

rioufly 
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lioufly believe ; and the Nabob had as good a right 
to give it, as we had to give him the country. 
When the great Duke of Marlborough beat the 
French, and relieved the Houfe of Auftria from 
ilieir apprehenfions of total ruin, he was, by the 
Emperor, made a Prince of the Holy Roman 
Empire, and had a jagbire fettled on him, to fup- 
port his dignity. In (hort, he was made a Nabob 
of Germany, as' Colonel Clive was of the Empire 
of Hindooftan. Now if faving an empire, deferves 
fuch a reward as Lord Marlborough received, I fee 
no reafoQ why receiving the fame reward, and the 
title in confcquence, Ihould be confidered as cri- 
minal in Colonel Clive ;' but fo it has turned out ; 
for from the time that Mr. Clive accepted of the 
title of an Omrah, the appellation of Nabob has 
been added to bis name as a term of reproach in 
England. 

Thb conclufion which I conceive to follow, is 

this ; that had the Colonel, when he entered Cof- 

* 

fambuzar, feized to his own u(e, in the treafury of 
the lace Nabob, jewels and money, to the value 
of a million and a half (lerling, permitted his o(E« 
cers to have (hared the remainder, and his foldiers 
to have ranfacked the town, as the Nabob's troops 
had ranfacked Calcutta the year before, the people 
of this country would have thought he had done 
right : But as he afted juftly and openly in the 
iranfadtion, gave the whole to the new Nabob, and 
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conlentec) to receive a part back, for the Company^ 
himielf, and hisfea and land brethren, in fo juft a 
iTvar, his envious countrymen have endc:avoured to 
^ load his name with infamy and reproach, which 
he never defcrved. 

Colonel Clive*s title of Omrah, and the hand* 
fome penfion annexed, in order to fupport it, I 
neither can, or will confider, as unmericed,^ from 
Meer Jaffier Ally Cawn. But the Colonel's private 
reaibns for accepting of them, arofe from a very 
different caufe, than the people in general are ac- 
quainted with» When Mr. or Capt, Clive, return- 
ed to England firft, his views we're turned to the 
raifing himfelf in the Company's fervice, both as 
a civilian and military man. It was impofiible that 
he could forefee, what a full meafure of fame and 
honour, lay hid for him in the womb of time. The 
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, had but juft reftorcd the 
nation at home to a fiate of tranquillity, and the 
Company to their town, or faftory, of Madrafs, 
on the coaft of Coromandel. The Captain had 
been married, and had an increafing family. The 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the King's fervice, 
and appointment to the Deputy Governorlhip, 
with the profped: of one day becoming Governor 
of Madrafs, bounded the limits of his utmoft am* 
bition, when he left England in 1754. I am not 
writing his life, not being equal to the talk of do- 
ing juftice to fo great a man } but I could wifh 
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ibme Gibbon would undenake it. After havinz 
arrived at Bombay, and jdintjy, with Admirals 
Watfon and Pocock, with the King's fquadron, 
fatiended by the Company's marine force, com- 
manded by the prefenc Sir William James,) fub- 
dued the pirates on the coaft of Malabar, he was 
fixed on by the Prefideocy of Madrafs, to attend 
the fame great and valuable Tea officers^ and carry 
relief to their diHreXTcd countrymen at Bengal, who- 
had been unjuftly deftroyed, or driven from their 
habitations, naked, and almofk helplefs, down the 
river of Bengal, by a cowardly, remorfclefs ty- 
rant. Clive, like Csfar, came, faw, and over- 

* 

came, in the manner I have rather hinted, than 
related. Having fucceeded to the government of 
Bengal, in reward for his invaluable (ervices, he 
^as at the neplus ultra of the Eaft India Company's 
fervice. But it was impolfible for a mind adive 
and aoxbitious, as that of Colonel Clive, to reft 
there. He was confcious of the great fervices 
which he had already rendered his country, and 
^'looked forward to national reward. Sorry I am to 
x>bferve, that in nny opinion, the firlt mark of the 
'breaking up of the powers of his capacious and 
xompreheniive mind« was his {looping to accept of 
an Iri(h peerage. Immortal Clive I was there no 
fiiche could be found for thee in the Brittfli Houfe 
of Lx)rds ? Is every ftall in that honourable retreat 
for laurelled heroes, made over in fee fimple, to 
wrangling kwy^rs and mouthing patriots^ who 

mean 
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mean nothing but a provifion for thcmfclvcs and 
families? Colonel Clivc had very recently vifited 
England, and well knew that a man, who would 
have, in future, to move in fo exhaltcd a fphere, 
required a handfome independent fortune, in order 
to fupport the charafter, which he had acquired 
in matPf a well fought field. Many times had his 
friend the Nabob, urged him to accept fbme pri- 
vate prcfents, which would effcftually have an- 
fwered the purpofc. This mode Cllve declined, as 
unworthy of him. But as he was confcious of hav- 
ing deferved every thing that the Nabob could do 
for him, public honour, and public fupport, was 
what he preferred ; and thus openly, fairly, and 
juftly, accepted of his title andjaghlre, and there- 
by gave occafion to envy, to turn into ridicule the 
appellation of Nabob ; never legally poiTeiled, 
either before or fince, by any Engliftiman, and 
which refiefts as much honour on his country, as a 
fimilar title, acquired in the fame honourable way, 
by the famous Duke of Marlborough.* 

The 

*The writer of the Life of the Earl of Chatham^ in the fecond 
paragraph of his work, fays, ^' It is agreed on all hands, that Mr. 
Pitt's patrimony was narrow ; and Lord Chefierfield has fixed 
it at an annuity oiF one hundred pounds a year. As his grand- 
" father was an Eafi Ittdia Naio^, and, as it ihould feem, remark.- 
** ably fuccefsful, his father the eldeft fon, and himfelf the 
** younger of only two, the fcanrinefs of this pittance is not eafily 
" to be accounted for.** — ^What is not eafily to be accounted for ? 
that a rich man's youngeft graodfon ihould hare but a fmall pit- 
tance to live on ? Ridiculous ! What is more comjnon ? But eve- 
ry 
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The fecond order of Nabobs, whom I czAfpU"^ 
riouSy and whole ridiculous and oftentatious dif- 
play of wealth, fir ft difgufted the nation, are thofe 
who, by their extravagance of behaviour, have 
turned the appellation of Nabob, fo honourable in 
Lord Clive, into a term of reproach, and even 
contempt. There are (thank God) not many of 
this tribe; but if the proverb of one fcabby fheep 
{polling a whole flock, is true, three or four will 
do it effectually. There are men in all civilized 

ry witling mull have a (lap at the Nabobs \ and this fervile flat^ 
terer of the adventurer, Mr. Edmund Burke, fhews his ignorance, 
in an attempt at being witty, to gratify his patron's (pleen. 

When the grandfather to the Earl of Chatham was Governor 
ef Madrafs, the appellation of Nabob, as applied to Engliihman, 
was not known ; nor did the occafion fo t* apply it, exift, until 
many years afterwards. The Eaft India Company never have 
themfelves dealt in diamonds, but always allowed their Governors 
to do fo. Mr. Pitt was a great and fair merchant, and by his ipi» 
rit, drew moflf of the jQoIconda merchants, with their diamonds, 
to the Engliih mart of Madrafs ; and depending on his own judges 
mentin the value of diamonds, ventured the.greateft part of his 
fortune, in the purchafe of the famous one afterwards known by 
his name. The pitiful fneer of this time-ftrving writer, is, there- 
fore, ill placed, and recoils on himfelf. Even this man's mailer, 
the great Orator himfelf, often ufes AAatic terms, which he does 
not underftand the meaning of, but depends on the ignorance of 
his hearers or readers, as this biographer has done. If this catch- 
penny produ£lion fhould pafs to a fecond editioii, I hope he will 
have the grace to drop the above paragraph ; his hiftory will do 
full as well without it ; as I fuppofe it matters very little, whe- 
ther the great ftatefman fet out in life with a fortune, or as this 
'writer's patron, the Iriih adventurer, did^ without a (ingle fix- 
■ pence. 

and 
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and mercantite nations, .whoraife themfelvcs from 
the very dregs '6f the people, to wealth and power ; 
and whilft they bear their good fortune meekly, 
turning their mind now and then to the blue coat, 
or parifti badge, ^ith a lifted eye of thankfulnefs 
to God for the change, they are refpefted in focie- 
ty ; nor is thtir fnug chariot, or neat villa, envied 
to them by their lefs fortunate neighbours : but 
when men, whofe 'origin is fo obfcure, that no 
parifli regifter can be found, which bears their 
name, obtain wealth fo fuddenly, that nobody can 
account for the means, and at the enormous mais 
of which, they themfelvcs feem furprifcd, conjec- 
tures injurious to their moral reAitude, will and 
muft have place. If it be true that fuch upftart 
beings, intoxicated with pride, drive furiouQy on 
in the public way, covering with duft and filthy 
people of all ranks, general contempt is what they 
defcrve. If there be fuch, who, purchafing ma- 
nors on which their fathers kept flieep, or build- 
ing palaces on die fpot, where heretofore, in a blue 
apron, they themfelvcs drew ale ; and where they 
now exceed in luxurious expence, pomp of equi- 
page, and every oftentatious, frivolous, and irfe- 
lefs ad of coftly extravagance, the firft nobles of 
tKe land ; tfaey defcrve, and richly too, the infa- 
mous appellation of/puritms Nabobs. To the folly 
and abfurdity of this tribe, it has, in a great mea^ 
fure, been owing, that their innocent countrymen, 
who have fcrvcd in Afia, have been treated with a 

difrcfpedt 



( 3' ) 

difrcfpcft which they have not deferved at the 
hands of their countrymen, as I (hall prove ^before 
I clbfe this book. 

« 

As it is clear from the above account, that the 
great bulk of the Englifh gentlemen who have 
fcrved in India, could not become real Nabobs, 
neither were they, or are they, defirous of being 
confidered as fuch; and whereas no part of their 
conduft abroad, or at home, fubjeds them juilly 
to the imputation of being fpurious Nabobs, it is 
but reafonable and jult, that they fliould be fepa* 
rated from them* 

The charges which have been brought againft 
the Indians in general, in the daily papers, and 
otlier periodical, but anonymous publications, have 
been various and innumerable ; but as they have 
Been* alio general, and unattended by proof of any 
kind, or chargeable on any one ihdividiial, I mufl: 
coniiderthem as party fquibbs, ihot offat convenient 
periods, to fervc the interefted views of particular 
perfons, or to gratify their fpleen or their envy. 
Such general accuiations dre beneath notice; But 
as a diflike to Afiatic gentlemen, could not have 
become fo prevalent and general throughout the 
nation (as I have Had many reafons to convince me 
it has done) unfupported by fbme foundation, I 
muft conclude, that it has principally arifen from 
the following cauies* 

First. 
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First. The .dreadful accounts tranfmittcd from 
Bengal, of the coh feqifences of the famine in 1770, 
with the con<ilufions which were drawn therefrom, 
to the prejudice of individuals then refidcht in Ben- 
gal,, both in public and private ftations. 



• J . «• I ^ 



Secondly. The contents of the Reports of the 
Seleft an3 Secret Committees 6f the Houfe of 
Commons', inftiiuied to enquire intp the flate of 
the Eaft India Company^s affairs at home and 
abroad, in 1772. 

Thirdly. The allufions contained in the di- 
greflionar parts of the third v olufne of Coh Dow^s 

Hiftory of Hindooftan. 

..... 

« 

Lastly. The curious' reprefentarions of the 
three gentlemen, appointed by an Adt of Parlia* 
ment, to form a majority of the Council General 

at Bengal, in 1774.' 

% 

I WILL give each of the above heads a feparate 
confideration, and in fb doing, I hope to convince 
at Icaft a moiety of my readers, that they have 
been^moft grofsly impofed on, and thereby led to 
judge, not only harlhly, but unjuftly, of a great 
majority of their fellow fut^eds, who have a£ted 
in AGa« 
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In a formor vfotk of mioe, I fiud a great deal on 
the fub^eft of the famine ; but as chat is now out 
of prints and has long fince been forgotten, I&all 
here repeat a few of the fafts I then referned to. 
Bengal, lili?e Egypt, is a country very fruitful in 
grain. • Both of thetn lie between the 20th and 
30th degrees of north latitude, and depend equally 
on the periodical fall of rain, for their fertiliza* 
tion. The overfiowing of the Ganges is as benefi* 
cial to the firft, as that of the Nile to the laft, 
though not fo abfolutely neceflary; becaufe all 
over the low country of Bengal, great quantities of 
nun fall every year, which is not the cafe in Egypt 
The rife of the river Nile, depends almoft entirely 
on the great quantity of water, which falls in the 
mountains of Abyflinia or Ethiopia ; fo does the 
Ganges, Barampoota, and other rivers which fer- 
tilize Bengal, on that which annually falls in the 
mountains of Thibet and Boocan. A very dry fea« 
ion is equally fatal to both countries. But Bengal 
fuficrs as much in ibme (eafons, from too great a 
fall of water, as from a fcarcity, which I believe is 
feidom the Oiie in Egypt. From thofe two caufes, 
the price of rice- fiuftuates greatly at Bengal, info- 
much, that it is fometimes fo very cheap, that it 
will not pay the expence of coUe&ing in % and at 
ethers fo very fcaroe, that a temporary famine ine- 
vitably enfues. That which happened in the year 
1770, was one of the molt fevere which we read of 
in the records of time. The caufes of it, were un- 
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eE^ubo^fd^^e fojilowing. I '^as oq the ipdt, was x 
l^a(/exporterpf.grain, and. had but too gdo<l at> 
Qj^gpftucuty a£/bemg an eye witnefs of all the hor-r 
roi^'ofi tksiK taafk dreadful vification^ where dc^s,, 
jackals,. mUures^ and every bird and beaftof pney^. 
grew ht aofij unwcildjT oil ihe flefh of man» Nor 
were fuch. fights in any degree (6 fbockingi a$ 
others of which. I was a-helplefs and daily witi|el4»^ 
and which, in coropafTion. to the feeUngs of my 
readers, I pafi over in filenceu 

. The harveft^of rke in Septeinber lytiStf, was fe 
plentii\]l all over thq proyin(;es, that many of tb9 
farmers Ic^t latter crops on the gf0iind» ^s it would 
not pay the expence of gathering inv Stacking of 
eorn, the climate, and the nature of rice^ will not 
admit ; and threfhing and. houfing are too expen** 
five, in times of fuch uncommon and dangeix>U5 
plenty. This induced a very general negleft <kf cul« 
tivation in- the article of rice in 1767 ;. bccaufe 
there was not a man in the kingdom, wha did not ^ 
thmk, th^ there was at th^ time, a Hock of rice 
on hand, fuffi^ient for three years confcTmptton ;r 
and pur provident national«policy, of allowfng ai 
bounty on expofts^tion in days of plenty*, to enabkr 
the farmer to go on to plant, was not underftood^ 
er not pradifed, at Beagah on the reverfe^ the 
eppofite ^nd pernicip^s policy jffevailed ; for the 
exporution .was checked^ by a duty of tcn^ per 
cent, being levied on it« 

T»B 



r 



{ 35 ) 

Thb biUTpQ:pf l^69l ^^^^^^^ ^^ half walhed 
jHway.byc.exceifivQ .flooids, yrhich no mounds of 
earthy or artificial £enccs, xan refift : And that of 
1769, provoi icanty for want of ,water» to foch a 
degree^ that $bout the feed time^ or time of lowing 
in 1770, the want of rioe. was iimverfally felt over 
all the king4o9i# 

Daeapfcl as the above ciromiftances are,' 
there exifted local prej^udices, which made them 
more horrid. The great body of the natives of 
Bengal, are rigid Hindoos, who live on rice and 
vegetables. The firft &iled them ; and the three 
months preceding the fowing feafon, that is from 
February to May, ate fo remarkably fultry and 
dry, that Uttle or npne.can be made to grow, even 
to&rveasfallad: and though animal food of lall 
forts, ^ was in plenty, millions died rather than 
touch it. As to importation of grain from abroad, 
the nfjcry freight of rice to Bengal, from any place 
in Ij)dia inhere it could be had, amounts to more 
money, three umestold, than the common natives 
are ever able to pay for it. In a country fo regula- 
ted as Esgland, when wheat comes to eight or 
nine (billings the bulhel, the poor have fome re« 
fourcc in. other forts of grain, as well as in animal 
food, an4 in vegetables, fuch as potatoes, turpips, 
carrots, .cabbagps, and other efculent plants and 
roots, that will keep : But was it to rife to eighteen 
{hillings the bufiiel, and then not to be had, what 
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>frould becotac of our pMplc^ or our government ? 
and who, but Almighty God, could relieve them ? 
Horrid as the -.above idea is, how infinitely Ihort 
docs it fall, of tlie- miferics experienced by the 
cosnmon natives of Bengal, ^whfv, had xk&y had 
wherewithal toihave ,paid for it, xou^ tiQt have db* 
tained rice at ten times the coxnmoa {xrice ( 'that is^- 
the fcarcity was fo general, fo great, and fo dread- 
fulg that the price of rice was. equivalent to the 
price of wheat. in England, at five pounds fterling 
the bplhcl. ' . 

Here it was reported, and believed^ ths^ the 
Enghfh inhabiunts took advantage of the fcarcity, 
to renrich themielves by ^ monopolizing the rice. 
Would to heaven it had been fo ; thoufaiids of lives 
would have been fa ved. Had Enghlhmen, or ahy 
other men, but taken thofurplus ficc off* tbe:far- 
mers hands, in 1766, the full and ufual quantity, 
would have been planted m 2 767. In that cafe, 
the lofsof half the crops of 1768 and 1769, would 
not have caufed fo great a fcarcity in 1770, als to 
carry off a large proportion of- the inhabitants, by 
that moft dreadful of all calamities. Such- were the 
caufes, and fuch the eflFofb, of the famine at Bea^ 
gal. Nor Englifhmen, nor any other men, have 
any thing to anfwer for at the throne of God. 
That being the cafe, theircountrymen fliould ccafe 
to propagate, or believe ftories, fo malicious intfee 
invention, and fo falfc in fad. 

Th« 
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Thb iecofid hcfad relatts to the difcpveries^ as 
they were ctllrd, made by the Committees of the 
Houfeof Coimnons, which fat on Xadia affairs, in 
J 772 and 177J« The word difcovery, inthcfenfe 
which inthts place it muft be underftood, implies^. 
thas.tbqr J»d found oat fomething in the condud: 
of the Eaft India gentlemen, which they had in* 
tended to hide from the world. .This certainly wasr 
not the cafe; for all which the Committees have 
puUtihed^ was found on the face of theEaft India 
Cooipanj^'s records, open to the perufal, not only 
of die (weiicy<>*fourDiredors, and every clerk about 
thelixiia Houfe^but alfo to the infpeftion and 
contmul of feveral thoufand Proprietors. One 
would imagine, fuch a party w^s too numerous to 
keep fecrets, in particular, as many amongft them 
were women. But the truth is, no fccret was in- 
tended. The principal crime laid to their charge, 
was their having received prefents of immenfe fums 
of money, from the country Princes. Moft of the 
gentleman who had been guilty of this enormouSr 
offence, being in England, were fent for, and exa<« 
mined by the Committees ; and what is fingolar, 
fo far were they from denying the charge, that they • 
helpid the Committee to much additbhal informa- 
tion, and candid explanation, relative to the when, 
and how, from whom^ and wherefore ; r which they 
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need not to have done,- (for they were not examin- 
ed upon oathj and this their candour, was turned 
into comments, remarks, and obfervacions, againft 
themfeives^ by the Committee's managers. This 
condud in the Mintftry of that day, has, by the 
famous orator, the Right Hon. Edmund Burke^ 
been called a mere ftate job, a political delufion^ 
a rod held over their heads in terror em^ by which, 
^^ The Eafi India Company was to be covered wUb 
^^jnfaay and di/grace^ and at the fame time was ta 
;* pay the whole biUr, 

As there is no man in England, more conver* 
fant in the tricks of Miniftersand Committejobs, 
than Mr. Burke is univerfally allowed to be, I 
fhall reft that part of the defence on his authority, 
and proceed to relate what the Princes and great 
men in Afia themfclves, thought and.faid on the 
lame fubjedt of receiving prefents. 

When the printed reports came out to India, I 
frequently amufed myfelf in explaining the fpirit 
and tendency of them to fame of the great country 
gentlen^en, who had themfelves been guilty of 
giving away their own money to the Englifli in 
power, and in confequence held, at various times, 
coverfations on the fubje£t, with Hindoos, Maf- 
(iilmen, and perfons of all parties, cafts, and de« 
nQminations, religious and civil. I will endeavour 
to throw tite fubftance and fpirit of all they faid, 
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rato one converlation, fuch as at different peri^, 
I held with different men, and thereby convey, in 
veil as I can, the general opinion, and refult of 
the whole, to my Englilh reader, in form of dia« 
jogue, between myfelf and a Bengal gentleman of 
family and independent fortune, whom, in com- 
pliance with the ta^ of the times, I fliall call a 
Nabob. 

■ « 

Nasob. Mr. Author, I cafinotiindeifftBnd why 
the Members of your Houfe of Parliament, (hould 
become ib angry with us India gentlemen, for 
making prefents of our own property to whom we 
pleafc. Have we not a right fo to do ? 

Author. I find that you do not fullf under* 
fiand me. Sir. No men in the world, are fo tena- 
cious of the liberty and property of individuals, as 
Englifli Members of Parliament. It is their un-^ 
cbmmon anicioty about the fecurity of private pro* 
pecty, which has induced them to believe fome 
ceruin perfons, who have aflerced, that you. Sir, 
and other great men of this <x>untry, have had 
your money forced from you, without your con- 
ient ; and it is with a view to find out and punilh 
fuch tyranny, that the Parliamentary enquiries 
have been infticuted. 

Nabob. Indeed ! Why that is generous, truly* 

But who from amongft yourfelves (for none of us^ 

thi 
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that,.! koqm oicijMjW- corre%QHflw?e,.*(iU) the 
"Efi^th Parliament) . %Fe the people wto have pro* 
pag^ted fuch uofounded ftories ? 
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AuTHOfi. I believe. Sir, that you hs^vp . been 
perfonally acquairned with fomeofthem. Yoii.ce«* 
member Colonel Dow, and Mn William Bolts ? 

Nabqb. Colonel Dow and Mr. Boles ! Have 
they faid any thing injorious to the ch^after of 
other EngUih gentlemen ? 

> • 

Author, They have. Sir, both (aid aftd writr 
ten a great deal againft Englifh gentlemen, and 
Bengal gentlemen too, as I will one day read and 
explain to you. 

Nabob* Why you furprife me. Colonel JDow. 
feemed to. me to have devoted his time^to ^nqui*- 
ries into the hiftory o£ this country. His whole . 
coyerfation turned that way- A Perfian maftttfcripc, 
or memoir, appeared to give him as much plea- 
fure in the acquUitioo, as money. Indeed^ he had 
his fhare of both. But as he lived on the beft of. 
terms with Lord Clive, Governor Vcrelft, and that 
beft of all Chriftians, Governor John Cartier, and • 
your other powerful men, as well as Sujah ul 
Dowlah, the Nabob of Oude, Mahommed Reza 
C|iwn» andimany other of ours, what can he have 

f^d againft tbem ? As to Mn Bolts> he was what 
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we calh a^ttorough %itid mftrebaht, vnhok predo*. 
miifafiVpkiBonwaarthetbAreOf gain^, to that 'pr in* 
ciplc he facrific€4 €vety tfeirtg. Toii tnuft- havo 
heard that he has written to his Banyan^ and other 
ccmtitry- merchants here^ that his affairs hate turn- 
ed ooc fo bad) that he has been obliged to become, 
bankrupt — ^and fo pay all his debts at once; This. 

news makes his friends > and ^.■i bok 

white; fofr he owes to them, and their dependents,, 
three hundred and forty thoufand rupees on bend. 
But 1 do not like to talk of him. You know how , 
infamous we think the charadber of a man^ who 
aded fo bafe a part as he did. 

AaTaoR. You judge right. Sir : but even be, 
contemptible as he is, has met with patrons in £ng* 
land, where we Englilh gentlemen of Afia, feem 
to have been profcribed in the lump. But what . 
thiok you of Colonel Dow's infmuating in the in- . 
trodu&ion to his third volume^ that fuch men as 
Mn Vaniktarc, Lord Clive, Governor Verelft, &c. 
had cQnfigoed Nabobs to eternal reft, to make way 
for others, who was to pay foi' their inftalments ? 
Nay more,, that Sujah ul Dowlah, Nabob of 
Qude, is the blackeft of all villains, and Mahom* , 
uied B»eza Cawn not a whit better, 
I . 

NjiBOB. Is it pofTible ! But furely the charac« . 
ters of fuch nien as Lord Clive, Mr. Vanfittart, , 
Vcreiil ' apd Cartier, will. fccurc ^ them from the 
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Venomous (hafts ci fifty fiich perfons a» Colonel 
Dow^ Aft to hU drawing fuch a ' pidurc of Su- 
jah ul Dowlah, I can in fome degree account for it. 
He wanted die Vtziar to grant him, in the name 
df another perfon, the le^e of fome fait petre 
farms, which the Nabob had previouQy granted 
sway. This Dow would nor believe, and grew 
out of humour* But it is the mofl villainous in- 
gratitude in him, to abufe Mahommed Reza •» be- 
caufe to my certain knowledge, at the requeft of 
Governor Verelft, Dow was introduced to that 
Nabob at the city, and received from him fome 
handfome prefents* 

Author. Very true. Sir ; I have heard the fame : 
but gratitude dwells not with groveling fouls, and 
Dow's is fuch. But fo influenced are the prejudices 
of our countrymen now againO; us, that the more 
infameus and furious the informer ^ the more readtfy is 
iis biftory believed. 

Nabob. I am truly lorry for it. I am now an 
old man, and have not many years longer to con* 
tinue in this world. I have, Mr. Author, feen 
very extraordinary changes in this kingdom, fince 
the ufurpation of Allaverdy Cawn. Many towns 
and villages have I feen defblated, burnt, and laid 
waile, by the Mahrattas. It is not our cuftom to 
wttgc war like Europeans % when we conquer, we * 
deftroy what we cannot carry ofiT. The war with 
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the Ehglinlia 1756 (yotirftile) was fuddRi/imex- 
pcGtcdy and has been pfodtufikite^f very extrtofdi- 
gary confequenccs. SurajahulDoWl^h w%s afool- 
ifb,' headftrong ybung imn, ^nd-*hid' ftmny iow, 
iiiiiierate, evil counfellors abofuthkn. You retnemV 
ber thcfe things as well as I do. But <mr ihcer- 
coorfe with your nation, was bthefe daysmcrfely 
incnMntile. Wc knew you not B$?warriors, Your 
perfonal and iodividual courage, was not unknown 
to us ; but your numbers were too ' few. For us to 
apprehend any danger from you. As to the fur* 
prifing rr(mlutk)n efie£ted by the batde c^ Plafley^ 
U was the work of God. Believe me, Mr. Author, 
on. the news jpf that event reaching Moorlhadabad, 
where I then refided, the panic was genetal •, for 
we all thought that the EnglUh would, in revenge 
for what had happened the preceding year at Cal- 
cutta, have plundered and burnt the city; and 
what would have been worfe than death to us, have 
defiled our wives, our daughters, and our temples* 
The dread and terror of fuch (as we thought) ine- 
vitable confequences of your vidory, no words can 
defcribe. Even when proclamation was niade the 
day following, that provided every body remained 
quiet in their' houfes, no harm fkould'come to' 
them, it was not beHevcd; Many buried their 
wealth in fecret places, about their houfe and gar- 
dens. Moft of At great families fand mine' amongfl: 
the reft) were prepared to deftroy theif women, 
bad a general lack of tlie city commenced, as we 
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all expe£ted; . It was extremely fprtunate. that thci?c 
ii^re in your camp, numbers, of Sircars aod Bany«- 
ans, fervants and attendants on the Englifh army^ 
who came voluntarily to our houfes, and Uughed 
ztf and difpelled our fears* Many of thofe cunning, 
rogues laid us under pecuniary contribution, . the 
two or three firft days after the battle, under pro- 
mife of procuring from their mafters, the En^ifli 
officers, Seapoy guards for our feparate houies* All 
this ended with the proclamation giving notice o£ » 
New Nabob. But believe me, Mn .Ajuthor, had 
proclamation been made, that evejy houfe (hould 
be free from the pillage of the . common foldio'v 
whofe owner ihould bring into the EnglHhfaftory,' 
what, ready money he had in his houfe, the fums 
rendered, would have exceeded your utmoit idea. 
What muft have been our furprife and joy, when 
we found that nothing but peace and quiecncfsi 
were cxpedled from us ? 

The fame dread fpread far and. wide over all the 
provinces, and the fame fenfe of gratitude was ex« 
preifed on afTurances of fafety. After fuch forbear'^ 
ance and, moderation in you, fo contrary to the: 
cuftom of Ada, and even contrary to what you had 
experienced from us the year before at Calcutta^ 
what power on earth had a right to limit our grati- 
tude ? We did make prcfents ; not on the princi- 
ple for which we worOiip the Devil, (feoTy) but in 
return for your godlike and Chriftian forbearance. 

Believe 
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Bdieve mc, Mr. Author, I never heard that one 
htHife iras plundered,^ one woman defiled^ or one 
life loft/ (thcccpt in the ffctd, in confequcnce of the 
vift&#y,) by the defirc,'and with the knowledge, 
of-a European, iri that whole affair/ Some difor- 
dcrs arofe, no doubt, from the violence of the 
troops of the defeated Nabob, who being much in 
arrears of pay, run away from the fidd, with in- 
tenc CO pAunder the city, inftead of doing their duty 
iri defending it ; but that was not much, and but 
of^fhort duration *, for they (ought fafety by throw« 
ifljg away their arms and accoutrements, and 
mingling with the common citizens, until Meet 
Jafller was proclaimed, and then they entered into 
his' fcrvicc." 

• Such was the opinion of the Indians themfelves, 
of the cortdud of our countrymen, immediately 
after the battle 6f ' Plaflcy, CoIomI Clive came 
home in 1760, and returned to Bengal, with the 
title of Lord Clive, in 1765. In the interval, 
Meer Jiffier had been filcntly depofed, for defeft 
of ability to govern, and Coflim Ally Cawn inftalled 
in his room, whb compelled the Company's mana- 
gers, even the men who had made him Nabob, in- 
to a war of fclf defence ; and the Nabob, Meer 
jaffier wa:s fet up againft him. But he did not long 
furvtvehis fccond exhaltatiori. He died after a te- 
dious fit of Hcknefs, partly from age^ and partly 
from grief for the lofs of his eldeft fon. By his will 

he 



( 46 ) 

bcUft his friend, .Lord Clm^ chenon his pfiSi^ 
to 36ngal9.eja ^firy large fum (^ nioney, which thm 
great maagave to^ftabUDi the military fund, frooi 
which fuperannu^ted officers, as well as the wtdo\v$ 
of deceafed officcr$k^ ia th^;CQ«ipany'^ fervke. rei 
^v^ « ^amjfemcaiin vaJ allaw^iw. . 
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iL^Rl^CtiWiaiWf^ift «765> arui. found CoOti© 
Ally Ca\mi>e>^p$Iisd, and the )Cquiiu7 ia peace ; 
B« h^ plainly fawy that ihe middle plap which he 
had fprmeriy adQpiods of leavings the civil gjoverq-) 
merit, and |be coll^dtion.of the. revenues, ia ifae 
hands of a family> whom, from a^ private ftatiofi^ 
he had raiArd to the throne, and keeping (he diticc- 
tion of political affairs, and command of the army^ 
in the hands of the Company, was, in fa^ di* 
viding the date agtinft itfelf. To this Imperium in 
Impcrio^ wf: o;we not only the war in^Bmgal, with 
Coffim Ally.Cawn, but the ruin ofdia Carnatic, 
to^fimijarone on the coaft, which I could prove, 
wafr I writing hi0ory. His Lordihip faw it, and 
contrived the means to obtain from Shah Allum^ 
then ' the mtrt nominal Emperor of Hindooftan^ 
a grant of the dewannee^ or the office of coUedor* 
general of the revenue for the Company, in the 
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriilk. From 
thac moment there has, in faS:, been but one 
power in Bengal^ and it has fecured peace to the 
provinces from that hour to this* 
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TMii%:bM been fimiethiag ajtmxufhf flngofar 
and iridioulousy m the whoic conduft of thcMEng^ 
liih gotefiimnit^ wiib T^pt&to BengaJ. If cvtr 
the nattmal banner was difplayed in a juft a^d hor< 
nourable war, thte widi Sarajah id Dowlah wai 
fuch ) and by the law of nations^, to xct^n con^- 
q^efts acquired in fuoh a warj? ,ha$ hitherto been 
deemed 'lawful and right. But the £nglifli feem 
to ha?e been tcfttfied at ^ idea of their own fuc- 
ce& The7 conquer a country in felf defence^ 
which they hefitate to keep^ and^ant itlblmioii 
toff^tnp. Create a Naboby to whom thej g^ve 
a king4<3«^ and becoi^e tbennielves his penGoners^ 
but findiog^ tbfk^ idol a compound of tyrannic 
knaves and defpi€a)>le foo), they make him a pen- 
fioncf in his tui^i, to his ibn-in-l^WM Coflim Ally 
CawQ : but i^xm after finding .Co^in to be ^U 
knave, without a panicle of fb(4 in hi| compofitioii^ 
they Wf(k his removal • But had be not been a moft 
daftardiy coward, he would havQ convinced hjs 
makers, that he could do without them» and haver 
driven them out of the kingdom to the fouth, in- 
ftead of fufierhig them to drive him to the north* 
Embarrafled by thtir own policy, they faw no re-, 
mcj^y, but again to fall down and woiihip the old 
calf, which they had a fecond time fet up. Meer 
Jaffier died, and they recognized their fovereign in 
his fecond fon : and things were running on in 
the old abfurd channel of a double government, 
when Lprd Clive arrived, who reverfed t|ie fyftcm; 
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inRead of continuing the Company penfioners to 
the Ktbobf lie made thcNabob apenfioner tathe 
Company. The power aow^was all their own ; but 
they wanlpd to hide it from the world, fo played 
th^ tJabob off*as the Punch of the puppet (how. 
This iabfurd policy, I have heard, was diftated to 
Lord Qive by *the Miniftryj to avoid involving 
the nation in di(J)Utes- with ^he other European 
powers, whofc fubjefts^were fettled in Bengal. 
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conducing d^ the^dewannee, was a new 
branch of bufinefs^ and ft gave opportunity to a 
ictof^men, who* had lately arrived from Europe 
^Ith Lord Clive, to cmpfoy their talents. His 
Lord(hip came to Calcutta in 1765, and embarked 
for England in the beginning of 17 $7* It is be- 
tween the date of his arrival, and the beginning of 
•I 7 70, that I reckon the period the moft produftive 
of (purious Nabobs, of any intheEnglifli annals. 
Then it was, thilt a cheelemonger's fon had the 
command of a very great army, and that a mite 
was turned into a general-^And then it was, that 
perfons who had been tainted with London air, re- 
turned to India at the moft fortunate period ifor 
pra£tifing the leflbns they had learned in England. 

Thb Third Head. 

I THINK that the third volume of Colpnel DoVs 
Hiftory of Hindooftan, was publifhed thowt the 

time 
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time tlw Cft^iJjiUtces v^c^e. formed Jn 1772. He 
wasJwnicjf in Engb4Ki».folicicing promotion in 
the Cpr^pafiiy 'S (crvicc. That he bad lived in a very 
great.degree qf friendly intercourfe, and perfonal 
iptimacy, with every one of the Governors of Ben- 
gaU from the capture of Cakrutta in 1757, ^^ ^^^ 
time he left Bengal in 1 767, I am confident; that 
he had received favours from fome of them, is as 
certain. What fortune he poflefTedy had been ac« 
quired at Bengal : nor is it in my memory, that 
he had. aqy particular conteft or difpute, with any 
Governor, or man in power, in India* I. believe 
that he was one of the refigning officers, in their 
conteft with Lord Clive and his CounciI» about 
the r^^H^i^n of batta, or extra allowance to the 
army. But this was by no means a perfonal affair, 
or intended to afieft any particular individual in 
the army, officer or private man. The Company 
fopnd that their military expences at Bengal, ex* 
ceeded their ability to fupport, and left nothing 
to themfelves* Lord Clive, on his leaving Eng- 
land, had undertaken to reduce the military dif- 
burfements within proper bounds. Few men would 
have had fpirit to have gone through it as he did -, 
(but he was a heaven born General ; which ex« 
preffiqn I underftand to mean, a man born with 
vaft military abilities, prodigious prefence of mind 
in all poffible fituations of danger, and without a 
panicle of fear in his whole compofition -, fuch a 
0ian was Lord Clive,} Many men who then warm- 
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If oppofed hitn^ have fince acknowledged the 
Iblute neceflicj of the meafme. That circutnftance 
then^ could not have induced Colonel Dow to in- 
finuate, in the introdnAion ta his third volume of 
Afiatic hiftorjr^ that his countrymen afting abroad» 
ftuck at nothings no^ not even the fending Nabobs 
to fleep with their fathers, when it iuited their 
avarice or amlnnon. Dreadful charge indeed ( 
But as I feel a conviftioa on my mind, which 
amounts to certainty^ that'fueh an idea never for 
a moment had poftffion of any man's mind in Afia^ 
not even of that of Colonel Dow himfelf,, I boldly 
affirm, that it originated in Europe^ 

Colonel Dow being dead, I Ibalt, thereforr,. 
in compliance with the falfe charity eftablifiied in 
die world, fofar fpare his memory, as to draw na 
concfcilions from the infirmities of his private cha- 
ra^er, to fupport my argument. But this muft 
not be uiKlerftood to mean, that I am a convert to 
the do&rine. Colonel Dow, in his infinuations 
and aUufionsy has fixed no period, nor ufed any 
names^ and in my opinion, this conftitutes the e(^ 
fence of his crime, as it involves indifcnminately 
in the charge, the whole body of the Company's 
Governors, and their Council, who afted in Ben- 
gal, from the recapture of Cakutta, to the printing 
of the book; A charge lb general, and undefined, 
muft have been intended to raifc, or continue, ge- 
neral odium« Inftead of attempting to defend them 
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againft fo vague a charge, I will endeavour to 
ihewy that the introduftion in which thofe vile 
infinuations are contained, was fabricated in this 
country, and calculated to ferve a particular pur- 
pofe. 

At the time that the third volume of Dow's hif- 
tory was in the prefs, an idea had been taken up 
by the Minifter of the day, to claim the territory 
held by the Eaft India Company, in behalf of the 
Crown. To facilitate this arbitrary meafure, it 
was necel&ry to make ufe of every means to black- 
en the Eaft India Company, and their fervants 
abroad, in the eyes of the nation. Bolts was en- 
couraged in his infamous publications. Dow was 
flattered, and induced to permit fome plans, 
fchemed, and general refleftions, to be bound up 
with his third volume, to facilitate the great work 
in hand. Thofe who wUh to fee a good defcription 
of the whole miniilerial fcheme then carrying on in 
Parliament, in order to fleece, if not annihilate, 
the devoted Eaft India Company, will do well to 
read the Right Honourable Mr. Edmund Burke's 
trad, called Obfervations on a late State of the 
Nation, publiflied by J. Dodfley in Pali-Mall, in 
1769, from page 88, to page 93 inclufive, where 
they will find a moft curious defcription of that 
whole tranfadion; 
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In India, CoL Dow was confidered as a heavf , 
plodding, but moft indefatigable, fcarcher after 
icraps of Afiatic hiftory, and Petfian manufcripis; 
and by dint of a laborious application to Afiatic 
languages, for a number of years, came at laft to 
tranflate, by the medium of a Moorifh linguift, 
from the Perfian into Englilh, tolerably well. His 
General Hiftory of Hindooftan, will remain in H* 
braries, and be confidered as a ufeful book of re- 
ference to future writers. But as to the introdufto- 
ry papers, plans, &c. they are not of his fabrica- 
tion. Hints he may have furnilhcd ; but the work 
itfelf, is the produAion of a much abler penman, 
and the fentiments calculated to forward the bufi- 
nefs of the day. Dow's hints were d relied up and 
feafoned to the tafteof the times, when the preju- 
dice againft all forts of Indians, was at a fufficient 
height to admit into general credit, infinuations of 
the moft infamous fort, for matters of fa£t. At the 
fame time, the ridiculous, oftentatious, and con- 
temptible conduct of fome of the fpurious Nabobs^ 
juftified the national opinion, grounded on falfe 
information, fupported by vile infinuation, and 
fan£tified by power. 

The Fourth Head. 

The accumulated mafs of falfe information re- 
lative to the famine; the illiberal conclufions of 
the Committees, refpefting the general receipt of 

prefents; 
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pr^fcnts ; Dow's infinuations of (c/:rct murders \ 
Bfid Bolts's unjud ftacctnents of the inadequate*, 
nefs of the Mayor's Court, to an equal diftribution 
of juftice, to the Englifh inhabitants of Calcutta, 
in Bengal, operated fo completely on the minds of 
the public, as to enable the Miniftry to put in, 
with a degree of uncommon fuccefs, for a (hare of 
AGadc patronage. The abfurdity, pernicious ten- 
dency, and inefficacy of the Supreme Court of Ju« 
dicature, have been fince experienced, detei^ed, 
and exploded, and their powers trimmed down to 
the fize of the old Mayor's Court. All the differ* 
cnce isy that the former mode of adminifteringjuf* 
tice, coft the Company aooo/. per annum, and the 
prefent mode, by the Supreme Court, ioo,ooo/. 
per annum. The former had no litigioufnefs in its 
conftru£bion, the latter nothing elfe. But the grand 
point gained on the fide of the Miniftry, was the 
nomination of the Governor and Council General 
to Bengal. It happened that Mr. Haftings> the 
gentleman who was Governor at that time, was a 
man of great abilities, great experience in the at; 
fairs of India, and of unblemifhed character. But 
General John Clavering, who was nominated to 
the Deputy Governorfhip, and the command of 
the army, carried with him a majority of theCoun* 
. cil from England- Inftead of entering cordially in* 
^to the conduct of the adminiftratipn, jointly with 
the Governor General^ who had the experience of 
twenty*four years to diredt his judgement, the 

majority 
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iDajority of the civil governmenty with an old via • 
di6tivc ibidier at their head, entered violently into 
a retrofpedive view of the meafures of the late ad- 
miniftration. Whenever, or where-cver, fuch im- 
politic, injudicious, and weak conduct is purfued^ 
violent parties are inftantly formed. Every man, 
who has fpleen to gratify againft the former men in 
power, join the new party. Candour, temper, 
truth, and fair dealing, are laid afide; and every 
mean art, every political fubterfuge is employed, 
to ruin the former adminiftratlon in the opinion of 
the world. The Majority, confiding of General 
J6hn Clavering, Colonel George Monfon, and one 
Philip Francis, a clerk from the war office, on tho 
firft meeting of the General Council, made knowti 
their violent intentions. They had left England 
tmpreiTed with the ideas which at that time very 
generally prevailed, viz. that there was not an ho« 
neft man in the Company's (ervice in India ; and 
having the whole military and civil power in their 
hands, and of courfe the difpofal of every place 
^hich Ihould become vacant, and of every contract 
that fhould fall in, they boldly, and without the 
Jeafl: difguife, commenced an attack, not only on 
the meafures of the preceding adminiftratton, but 
of the Governor General's honour and integrity. 
All thofe who aclempted to defend the old Council, 
or Mr. Haftings, whether in or out of the fervice, 
were prolcribed 5 and no man was to cxpeft any 
/avosir, or cvea to be treated with common decen- 
cy 
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cy by the 'Majority, or their friends, who would 
not joia in the general cry, to hunt down the Go- 
frernor General. Soxne of the members of the for- 
mer Council, difgufted at being fuperieded, after 
having ferved the Company great part of their lives, 
refigned the fervice, and returned to Europe. This 
was reprefented by the Majority, to their friends 
in power here, as proceeding from confcious guile, 
and an eagemefs to get out of harn^'s way. They 
reprobated former meafures; declared they had 
come to the knowledge of fuch fads and circum- 
stances, as obliged them to change ihcir cpimoii 
of the abilities, integrity, and difm^reftednefs of 
Governor Haftings i g^ve a hundred hiots of his 
delinquency ) and in the firft month of their admi- 
fiiftrauon, pledged themfel ves to the Company and 
the nation, that they would very Ihortly tranfmic 
CO Europe, proof po&ive of all they £iid, or al* 
iuded to, in their fevcral letters by the firil (hipt 
vvhich were difpatchcd after their arrival in the 
country^ 

WfiBN thefe advices arrived in En^tftd^^ people 
were thunderftruck. Hitherto the charafter of Mc 
Hading^ had ftood the teft of the moft fevere 
Icrutiny, both at the India Houfe, and in both 
Committees of the Houfe of Commons. At the 
time the Ad paflfed, to transfer the appointment 
of Governor General and Council, from the Com« 
pany to the legiflative body of (he nation, Mr« 

t Haftings 
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Hit^ngs was Governor of Bengal ; and not a mart 
\n^ or out of Parliament, held up his finger to op- 
pofc his reappointment to the Governor Gencral- 
(hip for five years. How then were they furprifed 
at hearing, that the new men had, in the courfe 
of a month, a little months after their arrival in 
Bengal, difcovered fuch a£b of delinquency, as, 
on the truth and notorioufnels of them, to pledge 
themfelves in the moft folemn manner to make them 
good. 

Thb names of General Clavering and Colonel 
Monfon, were iSgncd to the aflertions. They were 
men of high military character, and unimpeached 
honour;- that alone was fufficient to caufe a differ- 
ence in opinion all over the nation. People could 
nor conceive that it was poflible for fuch men to 
(ign to fuch charges, without having in their pof-- 
feifion, proof pofitive of the fa£ts, to which they 
ib folemnly fubfcrtbed. On the other fide, in all 
the noile and fcandal which, at this time, had been 
raifed in the nation againft the Nabobs, Mr. Haf- 
ting'g. name had never been mentioned with the 
Icaft difrefpeA. Mow then could men of modera- 
tion and candour, give him up unheard in his own 
defence ? But the Majority had crofled the mbi^ 
€<ni ; they had committed themfelves too deeply t6 
retreat ; and their friends at the weft, and at the 
eaftend of the town, beftirred themfelves in their 
fupport : Nor would (he moft perfeft innocence in 
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Mr. Hailing?, have favcd him, had his competitor 
for the government. General Clavering, lived: 
Since his death, the whole charge has been exa- 
mined and refuted, even to the mod trifling cit- 
cumftance. Again it has been brought for wardi 
by a party in the India Houfe, and in Parliament^ 
as virulent and vindidive as the former;' ttnd 
again refuted to the difgracc of the party. The 
JVar-Office Clerk is now known, and his principles "^ 
' and virulence perfefUydefpifed, by every man* of 
candour in the kingdom. Totally deferted and 
negleded, the man has fallen back into his origi- 
nal rank and fphere of life, from whence nothing 
but minifterial influence, for ibme dirty fervice, 
could at firft have lifted him, and where he muft 
for ever remain a prey to his own gloomy reflec- 
tion, a kind of out-caft in the midft of millions, 
without honour, credit, or conlequence. 

Having anfwered the four great charges which 
have been brought againfl: the Indians in general^ 
under the denomination of Nabobs, I fhall pro- 
ceed to a further explanation of the different orders 
of Nabobs. 

I HAVE already made it clear, that there never 
was but one real Englifli Nabob, and that was the 
great hero Lord Clive. Next come the fpurious 
ones ; and it is a moft Angular part of their cha- 
rafter, that on their firft return to England, their 

fortunes 
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fortunet were moderate» and their condufl fo pru* 
deott as to give no caufe of offence, and confe* 
quently they were, at that period, only reputed 
Nabobs : but being by nature of an ambitious, 
reftlefs, avaricious, or vain difpoficion, they either 
lived above their income^ or fancied they were too 
much neglected, and fo took it in their heads to go 
back again to India. 

« 

Ffiw of tbofe who have been flattered with the 
ierviie and obiiequious manners of the people of 
AHi, are calculated to plant turnips, and enjoy, in 
this country, the calm and inGpid quiet of a coun- 
try life. It requires noanners rendered mild, and a 
temper foothed down to equality^ by philofophical 
refieAion on the abfurd vanities of bufy life, to en* 
joy fuch retreat. How few perfons do we find blef^- 
fed with fuch temper ! Here and there indeed, w^ 
meet a Governor John Cartier, and a General Joe 
3mitb, who, feeling that they are but mere mor- 
tals, made up. of the fame materials as their poor 
neighbours, difpenfe the fuperflux to their indi- 
gent fellow creatures, fleep well a-niglits, and 
thank God for the remainder. 

They fay that none but a nuifbn can make a ma- 
fon ; but it does not reft with an Englifh Nabob 
to create others ^ yet Lord Olive accidentally cau- 
fed fome miferable counterfdts to be impofed oa 
the nauon. The firft part of the chara&er of a 
fpurious Nabob is, that he is a perfon who, by a 
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long refidence in India^ had acquired a tnoderats 
independence, and returned with ic to Europe; 
but from not having ftudied the art of happineft 
with a mere competence, or being feized with a fit 
of avarice, ambition, or of gambling extravagance 
and diflTipation, which being the prodace of tha 
age, are to be met with at every corner, found 
himfelf, foon after his arrival, made fo uneafy, aft 
to be obliged to return again to India* There is 
no one man that I know, who has made but one 
voyage to India, that is intitled to the rank and ti* 
tie of a fpurlous Nabob ; the chara6ber is income 
plere without having ftudied the vices of the age in 
London. I wifli the reader to run . over in his 
miiid, the confpicuous charaders commonly called 
great Nabobs, and he will find my* obfervation to 
be juft. They leave London with the fame reflec*- 
tion, as Jugunha, the African Prince, formerly 
left Rome, and with a firm refolution never to 
return, but with the means to buy feats in Parlia- 
ment, feats in the Diredion, or at lead: feats in the 
temple of f ame< Of good or bad. Pope fays, the 
diffeience is a trifle. 

There is one man indeed, whofe fortune was 
jb very fmall, after a refidence in India of fourteen 
years, that when in England, . he could not take 
rank with a Wetfli Juftice of the Peace, though he 
^had filled high and important ftations during his 
^^ in Afig. He returned again^ and has now been 

near 
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near twelve years Governor of Bengal : but there 
is akindofobftinacyin hisdifpoQtion ; and he is 
fo abominably felf-willed, that in order to make 
the wondering people of this country underilaad 
his chara6ter rightly, I am obliged to create a rank 
on purpofe for him. As Lord Clive was the only 
genuine and teal Nabob, Govempr Haftings is the 
iingle ioftance of zjimple NaboK He will neither 
xnake money himfelf, nor accept it when tendered 
to him. So filly and girlilh is the man's defire to 
* relieve the diftrcffes of all his fellow creatures, that 
he cannot keep a rupee. If this is not folly in the 
extreme, I know not what is. But there are fo.me 
kinds of madnefs that nQ medicine can cure \ and 
ihould Governor Haftings fettle m a county in 
England, after his return, where the poverty and 
diftrefs of the neighbourhood, happens to be very 
tonfpicuoas, I would not give fixpence to bq hi^ 
•heir. 

The above paragraph mull: be confidered a? 
digreffionai, and apart from the work. The cha- 
raAer is new and uncommon, and I was obliged to 
find a niche on purpofe for it. 

• 

' We come now to the reputed NaiohSj or mafe of 
Englilh gentlemen, who have ferved the Eaft India 
•Company in Afia, and who, after a long courfe of 
years, have returned to fpend the remainder of 
their days, among^ their few furviviag friends in 

their 
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their native country. Would to heaven that thia 
clafs were more numerous than they are. Of tbefe 
I (hall make no diftbAion, whether they aded in 
the civil, military, or marine fervice of the Com- 
pany. Together, they form a diftinft charader^ 
(before they were debafed by too great a mafs of 
members formerly of their own body, whojfe mo« 
rals had been corrupted in this country, or of full 
grown, needy adventurers, perfeft in nothing but 
the vices of the ag^ was thrown amongft them,) 
as amiable and perfedb as human nature can any 
where boaft. It is in the memory of every body; 
that the Bengal families were confidered at home 
and abroad (indeed the fame may befaid of all the 
Prefidencies) as the moft generous, hofpitable, hu- 
mane, and charitable fet of beings, of any in the 
world. This charaAer exifted only before the fatal 
year 1774^ when the evil genius of Britain, in the 
Bolton Port Bill, and the Eaft India Regulating 
Bill, prepared the inftruments for difmembering 
the empire. Prior to the year 17749 Afiatic gen- 
tlemen poflcfled a character marked and diftinft ; 
and I deflre to be underftood, by reputed Nabobs^ 
men who had ferved in India before that time \ for 
lince, Miniftry have found the Company's fervice 
a great gulf, capable of fwallowing up a vaft maik 
of that filthy matter, which for ever attends on 
power, in the (hape of convenient tools in office^ 
fycophants, and flatterers, the charader has been 
vitiated, and almoft deftroycd. From the rank 

hotbed 



( 62 ) 

hoAcd of a Court, fpnuig the ms^bro^m Nabobs^ 
Look at the lift of needy adventurers fieot over by 
court and oiiniftcrial influence, and there will be 
found profeflbrs in the art of gambling, horfe- 
racing* boxing, cock-fighting, (b^ playing, 
Swindling, and every branch oi modern genteel 
icience, infomuch, that in a few years, Calcutta 
has become a finkof iniquity, almoft as inf&mous 
as London iticlf» 

jL^ Thb refuted Nabobs have marks by which they 
may be known, as well as the fpuriaus ; and as 
they have ipread themielves all over the kingdom, 
they may be diftinguilhed in the following manner* 
I would have their neighbours, both in town and 
country, bef<Ke they determine on the charafter 
which they ought to bear amongft them, to latisfy 
themfelves in the following circumftances. Did 
their new neighbour go out in the Eaft India Com- 
pany's fervicc at lixceen, or not more than eigh- 
teen years of age, either as a writer, cadet, aflift- 
ant furgeon, or midihipman for the Bombay ma* 
rine fervice ? Was he full fifteen years in the fer- 
vice at one time ? Was he in the courfe of that 
time ever fulpended, mulded in his rank, or dif- 
mified the fervice for corrupt praftices ? Did he 
come home during that time ? no matter on what 
account, for London air corrupts Bengal manners 
&> abominably, that he will not do : But if not, 
and that all the other queries Iball be anfwered as 

they 
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they ought to be, then depend upon it, their new 
parilhioner, or affociate, will turn out to be a du* 
ttful child, generous and kind to all his relations 
and old friends, charitable to all mankind, and 
merciful even to animals ; the very beft and moft 
confiderate oi Landlcurds ; a good paymafter, if 1ft 
tenant ; never in arrears to working or trades peo- 
ple ; averfe above all things to law fuits, or dif- 
putes of every kind ; rather than enter into which, 
he would turn the other ebeek ; may be fwindled, 
but never fwindles; drinks the King's health, 
prays for htm, his family , and the ftate ; pays 
parilh rates without grumbling ; and does in all 
things as he would, others fhould do unto him. 
Such are a great majority of the Afiatic gendemen, 
whom I diftinguilh by the appellation of reputed 
Nabobs. And I appeal to the experience of every 
candid man in this kingdom, who has had tranfac- 
tions of any kind with them, for the truth of what 
I fay. A defperate fpendchrift, or a wretched mi- 
ler, were charafters fo very uncommon, that I de* 
clare mofl: folemnly, that in a refidence in India of 
more than twenty years, prior to 1774, I never 
knew above two or three of either, and they were 
So univerfally negle£ted and defpiied, that their 
names were always mentioned mth the utmoft de* 
gree of contempt. Hofpitality being always fouiid 
where the due medium between thofe extremes pre* 
vails, the Afiatic gentlemen have been deemed 

hofpi table even to a proverb. 
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I; /eel Iqu i: fp!eiiikith& hitA part of nijr liie in that 

r 9ST^4^^ fociecy^ ^nd oa my . ibul I declare chat 

) q^crknev a Europe^ chacaSer comptetdy 

. ^raipv^t (I^ ^^d .^^ coaie to that country turned 

. of twenty-five yeftr^ of ikge ^ and few of thofb wl^ 

arrinrejiamongijk.us when they were paft ibrty, that 

^id not appear to ixs (who left England yoting) to 

t)e mon(lers in meannefs^ avarice^ or vice of one 

io^toif otjier. The famous Mr. Bolts was ruined 

by; the earttiquake at Lifbon) and came to Bengal 

^ ^ full grown mercantile monfter^ aged twenty -'five* 

M^jor Baggs found his way ta Calcutta noboby 

can tell how ; and though a coufin of his (Mr. 

. Fl^^, Francis) held a. very high and^ important 

jft^tion in the Company's fervice at that Preridenqr, 

(6 averfe was every denomination of men, from en* 

lering into apy degree of intimacy with fuch A^ 

fapi^d adventurers, that he marched back as he 

. c?mc> and has been abufing the Indians ever fincc 

. bis return, which they conQder as the higheit pt* 

li^gyric from fuch a man» 

' I thins: that I can account for this fuperiority 
,of character in a great majority of all thofe who 
"^a^ gpne young ^ to, and (layed long in India. 
JE^vyery body knows, ibat what I have related with 
j^e^g^, to the ff ledtion of the young men from 
jif^iop^ creditable families, is true i and it is as 

true 
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true, tliat in genersil, boysoffizttoi, fprungfrom 
fuch families, are well inftruAed m the moral and 
religions duties. On their arrival in India, thcf 
arc kitidly and hofpitabljr received ; nor is thcrA 
any example of fordid or mean vice before their eyes 
to corrupt their morals. Fafhionable cloaths, a 
good faorfe to ride on, and a bed*maker, are, ' I am 
afraid, inevitable. To this the habit of fmoaking a 
Hooka may be added, and their lum total of vied 
is acknowledged. A drunken or gambling writer, 
(if pei^ chance fuch appeared,) nobody of credit 
would aflbciate with ; and fnom neceflity, they foon 
quitted thofe degrading habits, wfiich never fzil to 
ruin thofe with whom they long fojourn. 

WiTBN they turn their eyes on the natives around 
them, the praeftice' of the moral and domeftic vir« 
fues, in the higheft degree of perfefbion, ftrikes on 
their fancy. A people fo mild, fo docile, fo obli* 
^g, and €o complaifant, both warm and charm 
a young and well trained mind. The more they 
know of them, the more they like them. Thd 
manners of a people muft be alluring, who ard 
known to venerate their parents almoft to Idolatry^ 
who never beat, and hardly ever chide, a child^ 
male or female ; who regard all animals as having 
been formed like themfelvcs, by the finger of God, 
wbofe life they have no more right to take away, 
or to put it to corporal pain wantonly, than that of 
a brother or fitter. A young man, well inftrufted 
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in the principks of the Chrift'^an rtli^oh,^ "before 
he leaves England, andpaOing his time froih fix* 
teen to thirty, or perhaps forty years of age, in 
cdntinual intcrcourre with a people fo famed for the 
pca<^ice of the great and fmall morale, may, by 
chance, be a bad member of focitty -, but I fhould 
not go amongft a people fo trained, to look for him. 
Bold aflcrtions go for nothing on either fide. Our 
enemies fay, that we Indians are a proud, infolent, 
and rapacious people ^ that we have, by our ava« 
lice, driven to diftrefs, ruin, and death itfelf^ mil- 
lions of unhappy Indians. To fuch daring, vague, 
fnd indefinite charges and afiertions, loppofe the 
general tenor of conduft of the India gentlemen, * 
who have returned to this kingdom within the lafi: ' 
twenty years : If that will juftify fuch charges, any ' 
thino^ that I can fay to the contrary, will not ac^ 
quicchem. But if, on an honefiiand fair fcruCiny, 
men of candour fhall own, that the India gentle- " 
men in general, are generous, humane, and cha- 
xicable, good fubjedls, dudful children, fond huf- 
bands, indulgipnt fathers, kind mafters, and hof- 
pjtable neighbours, I would then afic this fimple 
queftion. Is it likely that men, who went abroad 
fo properly inftrudt^d, and who, after their return 
to England,' have afted the part of fuch excellent 
citizens for the remainder of their lives, could pof- 
fibly, when abroad, have been guilty of cruelties, " , 
fo infamous and diabolical, as have in general' 
terms been bid to their charge ? To the anfwer 
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I IJAVJ?^ Qbferved^ .th«,fmce the year. 1774, 
thirds have ta^en a wide curn ; and that there have 
bew apoihcr race of Nabobs fpriing up, whpm I 
have called mujbroem Nababs. It may be right to 
explain mjtfelft and dcfcribc them. 

It is a very old obfervation, that vice in great 
empire^ is mofl: prevalent in the capital, and that 
it decreafes in proportion to the diilance you move 
fron) it. Would to heaven that this obfcrvation 
had not fo lately been verified with reipedt to Eng- 
land The mother country was too depraved to 
hold the colonies longer in fubje&ion. Governors 
fent from hcnce^ were by much too corrupt to go* 
vern a new, a virtuous, and growing people. Nor 
ihall we hold our poiTeflions in the eafl; long^ after 
the prefent mode of trainii;^ up young men, (fi-om 
writers and cadets, to counfellors, and from (he 
beft of them, making our governors, and com- . 
manders in chief of the army^) (hall be changed 
into that of fending governors, counfellors, and 
commanders of the army, from hence. The expe- 
rimeot has already been tried in more infiances jhan 
one, and ftands a proof of what I fay. But our 
empire is on the decline. We are a vifcious, cor- 
rupt, and debafed people. Intered: and party go- 
verns every thing. Experience is of no ufc ; and 
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the bcff admonition or advice, is but thrown away^ 
Rome, in the latter days of the Republic, wag 
eonvulled almoft to drnl war, on the' aihhoal ap- 
pointment of th<f cxeieativc officers*-, ^^d they, 
wJien that yeat of tunnllt was bUt,' wtSre indulged 
in another, tb ranfadk the provinces; In order to 
rermburfe thcmfelvcs their cleSlion expences. What 
4\A noe the poor-people ftiflfer from the rapacity of 
confuls, pro^confuls, their iecretaries,. fub-fecreta- 
ries, and rft their train of greedy officers, w1iOy 
knowmg ihetr t»me was Ihort^ fpared nothing T 
0or Minlftry ha^re fcnt oAe preoioufc batch of full 
grown and hungry ftatefmen, already to India ;, 
affd nothing but the fquabbte ^mongft theinrelvesV 
jfat the hotrie made bread and better, has hithertoi^ 
jirewntcd then- fending ahbther. Annual lets, as ac 
Rotne, they can never frtid ; but triennral will do- 
the buSnefs f^ft as web. An hungry Lord, or an 
liWftgry Barortet, like a. Scotch c^cper, bites fore. ' 
Htiw would our Statefmen laugh at nie, if I was 
to ikldf efs the King (God blefs him) to accept tjie 
foilowing arrangement for his Miniftry,.tacondu6t: 
the government of this country under him t 

•- 'Mabmmed J^^za Caum^ Prime Miniftcf^ 
Caunto Bablf^ ' Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 

• Nckb KiJfMj Secretary of State ; 
Coffhnaut Babo^ Ditto N6rthern Depar talent ^ 

' TypooSait, Commander in Chief ; 

- CoHRoyHaut^ Firft Lord of of the Admiralty ; 

Ram 
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jRfffi Ck»/ i?^i, Archbiljwp of Canterbury ;i . 
, i?tf;« Ci^»/ FencrCy Lord C^^iiccUqr ; , 
Ju^ut Scoff Paymaftcr of the Forces 4 . 
And fo down to a Groom of the Stole* 

I fay that our Statefmen would laugh ^t me,/ If 1, 
iivere to propofe fuch a plan. I wiih I cou],d have 
laughed at theni, when they fent an arrangement 
'equally ridiculous to govern Bengal. General Cla« 
vering was net by half fo good an officer as Ty poo 
Saih, nor Colond Moi^on half Co wife as Nobb 
KiiTen — ^Though Philip Francis may Jhave been as 
great a knave as Jugguc Seat.— What is that to the 
purpofe? Scoundrels are plenty as rats in all coun- 
tries^ there is no lack of them. — But this I amfure 
of^ my XiSt of minifters would be as capable of cob'^ 
du£Ung -the affairs of this government, by the help 
of the underftrappers in the public offices, as the 
others were to do the fame duty at BengaL if joi»r 
f)rovifice€ abroad, are to become iinecures, for the 
love of goodnefs, let the officers who are to tug 
the labouring oar, be educated in fome fuch man- 
oer as the Company's fervants are npw from their 
childhood up — And then any perfon may go out, 
4i3crdy to receive the reward of their fecret fcrviccfi 
at home. 

Scheming I find is catching. I have «notlier 
Itarted up in my mind ; and with as m«ch truth 
as^ver Mr« Edmund Burke poiTeficd^ I declare, 
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' thai ¥ oflfelr it to the jbublic dog fch©ap^ if notirw* 
der prime cojt^ as a Icheme of economy : « the 
fame time I pledge myfelf, with as folemn a look, 
and as grave a face, as the orator is wont to do, 
that neither myfelf, my brother^ .,^ J^n, nor ,my 
£puju^f wA\ bienefit fixpence from ir. }&^ minif- 
try will make me paymafter of the forces ac<^i|^gal, 
or give me a penfion, for my plan, welU^nd 
jgood i and I can affure them that I want it, as 
much as any patriot in or out of their train*. It 
may alfo lead to a coalition \ for money is a great 
cleanfer of the optic nerv^cs ; and fo weak 15 poor 
human nature, that I am afraid the certainty of 
four thoufand pounds a year, would induce me to 
burn my book, an4 phange my principles. There 
irehigH l^ifcfc^^^ 
-js. Icffficicjit fd ^^ftrfant any meafurei . 

It appears to me, th^t the Miniftry are in ,^eat 
want of patronage to feed the craving cro^yd, and 
^ that there is little or none left but in;tKe eaft ; at 
the fame time the Proprietors of Jp\dia Stock, have 
a confidence in their prefent jjt-of fervants. Now 
if niy plan fhould fuit the cohvcniency of, and fa- 
tisfy both parties, ^^t^ to come in at leaft for a 
f6p iri the pah^'.:TlJJlJG^overnor of Bengal^ has a fa- 
lafy of i5,0Q0/. pSt^annum; the Conao^oder in 
CWrf 6oo6f. arid lOjOOo/. more, as. fccond in 
Council •, each of the other three Council General 
|iave io,ooo/« per annurfi ; all this comes to 
9 i|Ooo/. per annum. But as their train of followers 
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'^re generally as hungry a^^lfe, of curs as their 
roftterft, vl-fwill add the cf hcf afejfeooo/. per ,an- 

' 'uum for their, ufe* BathjTums makeup what the 
' ^aenicall an annual plunv If the Minillry will 
4>etom;ent with this fum, until the end of the Com- 
pany's pifcfent grant of the monopoly, which is, I 
ihmk^ to' run until 1790, the Expcnce to the 
Company will be 700,000/. and as this muft above 
ftll things be paid regularly, the Lion of the day 
willcome in for his ftiare ^ for no man in power 

■ ' ibouM difpofe of it for a greater length^ of time 

* IJtdt^e^refent year. I fay, if this fhould be *ac- 
ttptdAJ^^.vpam^ of "'t9fc'*1!3Si^f^^^^ 

' eaofe for*ft'5r %ftiling fo rcafonable a prbpdfaj, 
Afc Company, no doubt, will come into it ; be- 
caufe it would fecure to them a fet of fervancs whom 
they L'ke; prevent ignorant men from beinoj fent to 
confound, perplex, and ruin their affairs ^ and put 
an end to the eternal fcuffle amongfl; the ins and' 
cufs^ about who Ihould fend gaod men to Afia to 
retrieve their affairs j and what is beft of a^ll, it 
would afccrtain their expences^ which, in jhe other 
mode iiever can be known* 
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* Ipr the reader fhould be difpleafcd with the ^above 
^igfeflion, the beft excu&l can offer is. that fpme 
how or other, Mr. Edmund Burkq canie aqrgft my 
imaginatioh ; and there is no fuch thing as ^M^r 
the aflbciate ideas of. chat great QM^jJ^sgfh^^^ 
jotic plana of economy^ '/ .. , 
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Ik tyf^y OoreriMir General HaiUa^,, by jfhfi 
treaty, of fieaaiH^ ac^ed* largfdy fio. th« reyenue^ 
of tbc CompUiy^ mfomuchi that i:he.gr.Q& receipts 
of revenue which paflfcd through the iatands of Eagr 
lilhmen, in the Bengal provinccst and. the ccrdCQ^ 
ties, of ourallies* amounted to upwards. of four 
jniljions fterling annually ; a fum far fupcrior (o 
the yaft eicpences of our national peace cflBblifh- 
ment. Where fuch a revenue is permanentlyfixedi 
and regularly colle(^ed, many perfons will find.lu-> 
crative employ oientsu How many voces in the 
Houfe of ComnK>ns, would, not the dice&ioyt^ a£^ 
fuch a revenue, procure a Minifter in this^ xx>un« ^ 
try ? How many patriots would loll in their cha* 
riots, from falary, finecure, emolument o£ place^ 
^nd perquidte of office ? 

General Claverlng, Colonel Monfon, and Mr, 
Philip Francis, did not bring many greedy follow- 
ers with them : the reafon was this ; the Eaft India 
Company reprobated the meafure of fending out 
the principals thcmfclves, in the ftrongeft terms, 
and of courfe took all the care they could, that as 
few greedy dependents (hould go with them as pof- 
fible. Some did get. out, as well with them, as 
with the Judges of the Supreme Court j and froni 
thefe few favourites, fprung up the firfl* of our 
muftiroom Nabobs. - Innovation from this moment 
took place of that regular fucceffion, which, in . , 
the Company's feryicc, had hitherto ipaiatained . 

order 



order ainij dilgpiini*' T \m ^ Mirwftry ' hM^ jjsy; ^t^ 
Aft of thcThirtecflthi of the lCu»g*« rcigni *6 t«gM^^^^ 
lace India affairs, fnaicbed the great pairond^ sit! ^"^ 
Bengal^ out of ci^e haads of the Cpurf; of Pitec- ^ :^ 
tors; and they, in their turns^ wrefted out of ttus^ ^ 
bands of their fenrants abroad, a portion of theirs; ' 
This fcuffle between the Miniftry of the Crown^ 
and the Mimftry of the Company, introduced ma- 
qy jieriridous innovations imo the fcrvjce. By (he 
iamc A&f thjc confticution of the Company was 
effeftually changed, from a democracy to an arif- 
coccacy^ gr rather an oligarchy. Inftead of twenty- 
four Dir^prs being eleded annually, by the Pro* 
prietors at large, fix only were ele£ted for foiil* 
years. The aupaber of Proprietors were reduced"^, 
one. half, by raifing the fum neccffary for a quali* t 
^cation to vote, from 500/, to a looo/. (lock j and j\ 
the annual houfe lift, with which the Minifh-y'had I 
formerly no concern, became now intirely at theic 
difpofaL The Diredtors voted in for four years, 
like our Members of Parliament for fcven, foon 
forgot, or defpifed, their cqnftituents, and turned 
their minds to the fecuring a return in the Direc- 
tion, when their rotation year fhould be out, by 
the Qioft iisrvile obedience to minifterial mandates. 

Tttt nomination to writerlhips in the Company^s 
lervice, was claimed, and privately enforced, from 
the weft end of the town. The Direftors, afraid to 
idjcny, and unwilling tp lofe their own lucrative 
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commerce that way, the number of .^nual ap-« 
pointments was iocreafcd, and the civil lift expen* 
L ixs abroad, imtneafely overloaded^ Jt was the fame 
. with appointments of military ofEcets, even down 
to cadets i and the Company's military lift of ofH* 
cers of all ranks, in lefs than three years, were 
more than doubled. 

If there was a Member of Parliament, nay even 
a leading officer in a minifterial borough, who had 

a brdther, fon, or nephew, whofe es^travagance 

• » *.^ 

and vices made it impoflible for them to (lay at 
home, the Eaft India Company mud take him off 
the Minifter's hands.' As their power and patronage 
died away in the weft, their claims on the Company 
increafed, until the whole filthy ofi^al of a luxurious 
and depraved nation, including feme renegado 
American loyalifts, came to be exported like felons 
to the Eaft Indies. Innovation, where it once en-' 
rers, fpreads its infection like a plague. The Di- 
redlors, dripped of their official patronage by the 
Miniftry^ peremptorily fei^^ed that of their refpon- 
fible iervants abroad. At the fame time the jiew 
Majority at Bengal, looked over the Directors heads, 
to watch the fmiles of Minifters, by whom they 
had been created^ and were prpmifed to be fupport* 
ed. Qrowds of hungry adventurers found their 
wayjt^QtASa, unknown and unconneded with, the 
Coitipany^ and brought with them orders, common- 
^.C9)li9d:i»cornmendations, ruaniog in this ftrain : 
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•^ The * btarer is a near rdation, <Jr particular 
•* friend, of my Lord Tripplcvote. He moft be 
" ferved. A contraft mtiII do. The man is mode* 
** rate in his defires. Thirty thoufand poVmds^' ia 

three or four years, is all he wifhes. ' . ' 

• 

r 

** Yours, &c. 



^* N. B. His Uncle commands four Votes at 

9 

St. Stephen's.*' 
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In the midft of the war, and from the total lofs of 
America, fcores of thele worthy charafters obtain- 
ed fuch kind of recommendatory orders ; and to >^ 
every man's refledlion I (hall leave it, to inform 
him how this number will be increafed by a peace. 

Well may the Company complain of diftrcfi 
and embarraflhient in their circumflances and af- 
fairs. If war has not deftroyed them, peace will. 
Let any man attend at the Baft India Houfe, when 
their annual Ihips are preparing to fail, and obferve 
the crowds of fpendthrifts, Iharpers, and fwindlcrs 
of all forts, who are attending with recommenda- 
tions to the Dircftors for appointments, of even 
for orders, to go out to India. The r^afon^ private- 
ly affigned, is, they muft be fcnt out, or they^wili 
pio(t certainly bring difgracc* bn 4 wordi^^ fjwnily* 

by 



by meeting their dcferts in being hanged at home. 
The ^avenues to the Indja Houfe, are perfe&ly 
batrlcadoed. and Uocl^ed up. by buaibaili% x;atch* 
poTesy tipfiaves, and fbcriffs officers, and their 
dark vifaged followers, watching for their prey^ 
i^omuch, that Grangers and foreigners, have pf? 
ten, in palTingby on court days, rojftaken theEaft 
India Houfe, for a general lock-up houie for all 
the knaves and fwindlcrs in the nation. 

From this worthy race of emigrants, are {fkA- 
ed the mujbroom Nabobs \ and fo numerous have 
that tribe of late become, that I now take this op« 
portunity to warn our merchants and tradefmen^ 
againfl: trufting of them. With all their yices^ 
every body allows that the £a(l Indians are good 
pay matters ; and I (hall proves that the reputed 
Nabobs really are fo; but under that defcription^ 
afwindler, who has been in the Eaft Indies but 
for a year, may return a well in(lru6tcd mujhroom 
Nabob, and ruin thoufands; and moft earnefily I 
intreat our honed merchants and (hop keepers, not 
to give credit to men, merely becaufethey have ferv- 
ed in India, before they have enquired properly, 
whether the perfon is a repuki or tmJhr(H)m Nabob. 

Since I have been in England, I have had va- 
rious opportunities of obfcrving an inconCftcncy 
in the opinions and conduft of very worthy people. 
In country families, an idea univcrfally prevails, 
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that the £aft India gentlemen had made^'their foN 
tones abroad, by the mod cruel andrapaciojuiads 
ti barbaritv^ to the poor natives; and thb their 
opinion, fo very injurious to the great bulk af 
Afiatic gentlemen, \saA almoft induced me to have 
given a lift of every man who had ferved the Com*' 
pany at Bengal, from the year 1750, to the year 
lydo \ and to have fet oppofite to their names, in 
cohrtnm, the time they had ferved, the means they 
hall} of obtaining an honeft independence, and the 
reputed fortunes with which they left India ; with 
Ibme anecdotes of their real cbara^rs, &c. As an 
old Indian, I haveaveryflrongdefireoffeparating 
tlftrwhicat from the diaff, and letting my country- 
meti righr in their opinions of the real charafbera 
of the gentlemen who have ferved in Alia, At 
preftitt, I am lK>t fully determined, and therefore 
fii^SlgoohtoobTerve, that if the Engliih country 
gentlemen and their families^ continue in their bad 
opinion of the gentlemen who have ierved in A6a^ 
they will do well to lay by that ftrong defire, which 
prevails ifl every one of them, to have a fon or twow 
and perhaps a daughter, fent out to India. For if 
when thirtgs were conduced in the manner I have 
Befcribed them to have been, prior to i774> the 
morals of the young men (as they would infinuatc) 
could not be pfeferved from being corrupted and 
deftroyed, what chance will they ftand now„ when 
hatf the worthlefs fcoundrels in the kingdom, are 
likely to be fcnt out there, to present their bcin^ 
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haagfld n horn ? But,, feys 4 fo^Kjji^er, R>y ^ 

hzi }^0d fuch cxcclltntpiiiicipk3;r>ftUl€d i^os? ;hia^ 
andJTo much care has bccq taj^cii of hif c4\lpiUo^ 
thac.^a bad o^ample will corrupt hi^ xnQi;a|s^ ^nd 
fo.Xikjr , all oiQjthprs and fitters too ; it is puf gcoer^l 
prop^nfity. Nay, J Wieyc.it is in our. very p^turj: 
to hope, the belt from th^ conduct of pur owp chil- 
dren* in the fape circuniflances that we (hould pee- 
didt the word to happen to thofe of out; neighbours, 
One thing I would recommend to their ootice, . amd 
(ha^ is, that whereas the parents of the preient re-, 
futed Nabobs, had as good an opinion, of thei^ . 
children, as the fathers and mothers of the riCia^ * 
generations, can pofllbly have of theics i therefofc 
prudence ought to di^te, though charity (hall 
be quite dumb :. That in order to avoid the ^ffeds 
of the U« falioniSy by the contemporaries q£ their 
children, believing and reporting every idle tale 
which may be invented and circulated, to their prcr 
judice, they (hould themfelves avoid believing and 
propagating the lies of the day, againft their own . 
contemporaries who have (erved in India. 

Thbrs are a few faAs, to whiph I beg to draw 
the attention of all parents^ who are aiming to have 
their ions fent out to India. Since the sera of mu(h- 
room Nabobs, fome too or three dozen of that race 
Jbave returned to EjQgland^ and figured away with 
all the folly and abfv^rdity of their great prototypes, 
the fpurious ones, as far as their haftily acquired 
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rit^teiilnreextbnded, andtaremiich oftehto «if- 
taken for rr^f^M/ Nabobs^ than' their worthy ft^&^ 
riors. Since^ the imporeattoii of this clafs, it has 
becri gcnerafly reported, and as credulouflf be* 
lieved, that a yoiu^ man going out a writer in tlie 
Eaft India Company's fervice, provided that he 
was fober, induftrious, and careful, might be en- 
abled, from the advantages of his rank and fitua- 
tioni to return in eight, ten, or twelve years at the 
very moft, with what the world now allows to be 
a decent independency, forty or fifty thoufand 
pounds ; and thus do fond parents delude them-* 
fdves into the hope, that the young Nahh abroad, 
will return home lo time, and with fortune fuffi- 
cient to help to provide for his younger brothers 
and fifters. The laft part of the hope I would not 
difcourage^ for Indians bred are generous on 
principle, honour their parents, and love their re- 
lations ; but the time in which the fortune is to be 
made, is, I fear, much too limited ; and for the 
foJlbwIng reafons. 

The prefent Governor of Bombay, William 
Hornby, Efq. has been forty^two years m the 
Company's fervice at that Prefidenqy s fome of his: 
Council above thirty years } and all the others, 
more than twenty five ; and what will furprife mucn 
more, the firft twenty-five fervants next below the 
Council, have been each of then) more than twenty, 
years in the fervice at Bombay. - - -..; i, , jit 
At 
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• At Madfaft, the prcfcnt Gdvernofj , Lori Mat- 

* carmen is^ouc orthe queftioh; Wharevcr bis 

' t!oraniip*s abtlfties way h^, his intfodudt'ipn intd 

],lliat fervicei in bar to tfic right of fo many old fer- 

vants of the Company, was a cruclftrctch of mr- 

mfltcrial po^-"^]: foV all the members of his Coun- 

dil, ^fiave ferved the Company twenty years ^ and 

the firft' thirty fcmnts immediatdy on the lift, next 

to the Council, fiivefcrrcd at the fame Pitiidcfl- 

cy, from fifteen to twenty years. 

At Bengal, people would imagine , that, confl- 
'^ering the malfacrcs of the Black Hole and Patira, 
the fortune of war, and the rapid deftru^ion which 
js fometimes made from the unwholefomends cff 
the climate, and fudden acquifition of £;irtune 
moving others out of t^e way, that the prcfcnf fet 
of minifteringandrefponfiblefervants, ipulib be of 
fliort (landing, tlowcver, the fadt is juft the re- 
Vcrfej for the Governor General has been thirty- 
three years in the Company's fervice. His Council 
indeed are . new men ; who, like the nine of dia«> 
ijQonds, aild knave of clubs, at brag, I call makers 
of mujhroom Nabobs. They have been forced th 
the Company by minifterial influence, as Lord Ma* 
cartney was : but the twelve Menrtbers of the Board 
of Trade, haVe ferved the Company at that Prefix 
dcncy, from twenty to thirty years ; and the thirty 
fervants nextinraftk to the Board of Trade, have 
bef n in the fervice from fixteen to twenty years. 
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l^rffidfibcy* Fort MarlI>Qroii^ti or Benooolen, sa4 
iiithtk Supercji^ocs at tjie China Faaorjp. T^e 
above detaU of abfolute fa&»« I take to be the beft 
ttiode «f tefutation which I could glve^ to ixiiiu* 
tnerable uhgcnerous afierdons^ which^ forthc laft 
feven yew^ hkve been impofed on the publiCf ve^ 
latlveto the tapid fortunes faid to have been acquir- 
ed by the gentlemen who-^avs fecved, and are now 
fbnriog, the Eaft India Company in Aiia» • 



' t CAidroT conclude, my obfenradobs on the di£f 
fbtfit degrees and orders of Nabobs^ withovtfiaju 
iog finQefdi^I attemion to the King of the mvAyi 
tooQB iribe.; Philip Francis^ Efij. merits every 
iMcmal |Kt mtSon irom ms^ that it can poflibly h6 
ifi my" |^wer m pay him. This gentleman ^ wen4 
put of his If ay to do me a great injury. He invented 
t oaoft tfii^adent falihood againft me» and auled 
it to be entered on jhe face pftheEaft India Com* 
pany's records, where it now remains iuicaivcelled^* 
I have called upon him to fupport his aflertions 
ymli proo^ or candidly to recall diem. He wiU'do 
hOthe|:»} Ihave^ therefore, aright to addrefs my^ 
t^ to htm : in the moft pointed manner : for I owa 
tbtt itvdoes not fatiisfy me, ^aftihe has been guilty 
of the fame baieand mean ccmduft towards my bet^ 
atfs^ S£his gentleman was a ckrk in one pf tb& 
I^^Ufi offices^ <tuid in pz£Eing accounts, becaoM^ 
i^^ tft tbo.gfeat contradloc Calcra^ (a gehoin^ 
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Getax^namy Nslfaolv if thtmsking an iftiTnenfe 
fbrrune, nobody aui.tril bow, impfiek one) He^ 
i^as brought forward as a proper affiftant, to be 
joined wich^ General Clavering and CoU Monlbn^ 
as a Bengal CounfeUor. He fabnricoed, ak other 
men of his ftamp often do^ to bear a^ rider;, that 
is, to have feme other minifterial tool fiddled oa 
him, for one fourth of his falary during his ftayr 
abroad. When he lefi^ England, the Eaft kdia; 
Company fupplied him with tnonqr to pay Mr 
debts, which money he had to rqiay iO'Indtft^ Hb 
vanity was fo prevalent, and hts meanndsib greats 
that he fell into contempt with every- boneft man^ 
in the fe^tlement. Some few informers and fvco^ 
phants, were the only peribns that would keep^ 
him cdmparty. Ofneof riiem, though in the Com*^ 
pany's fervice, ftooped td beconne his pimpi Thcf 
Were bdth caught inrhfe houfe of a married *man^. 
on a concerted plan of debauching his wife. The 
gentlerAan^s fervantsrfecured Mfrf rands to a chairs 
with intent to keep him until their mafter fhould: 
come home *, but he belldwed and roared out in^ 
filch a daftardly manner, that the neighbouring 
getnlemen came to Ms relief, and in confidttradoii 
of his rank and ftation in the fettlement, releafed 
him. For this gendeman-like aftion, he was fued^ 
in the Supreme Court, and call in 5000/. damages, 
with cofl:^ of fuin He was mean beyond all de- 
fcriptibn* in his conduft, infomuch, that he &rk 
invited people to live with him, and then charged 

them 
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t)Uim mA iJkeir proportkuiof houfekjeeptog^Ioiliort; 
bd was held b fuch general concempi, that it wiyuid 
appear iaytduous even ia me, who have been fo 
kfiklf 0&d hy him,, to celate the wf U attofted aneo- 
deces of hi$ confuminate.meaAoefs. But his mnk 
obUgrd hin tf> live in a ftile which, m a country^^ 
iikfi tltti;.<tf' Bengal^ confumed great part of his 
oftf»fiUo income : The payment of the rider\ aU 
lovaice, and the fupport ^of a very numerpus^ fa.. 
mify ia th» cpuncry, muft have confumed the ror 
maiadct* If tlm this man has iq^Miey, he faeft 
knows bow he came by tt^ nor will any body eav^r 
hiflu the pofleQiaa. Hie ufed to ftile. bimfclf /&r 
j^ part wf m Kitig : I have done more for hin^ 
tiud placed Mm at: the head of the i^art^ or mtffih^ 
mrnJfabi^s. Heaven knows^ that race has multi« 
pHed pakUgiouOy, infomu^h^ that thqy have nearly 
dcftfloyed all diftinftioa of Afiatic charader^ and 
for that real&n, amongft otheYs, I have been indu- 
ced to clafsfhem ; and lead the reader (hould not 
joeoolkft thcui) I will recapitulate the feveral de* 
gree% and their prefent heads, or Prefidents^ 

LpftD Clive, of 101 mortal memory, was the firfi^ 
aod only genuine and true Nabob. 

Gehxral Richard Smith, Cbairmati aad Preft* 
dent o£ the, ffurioifs clafs of Nabobs^ Thefe (thank 
God) for the honour of our country>and of thehu* 
man race> sixc not numerous i but th^y make up 

F 2 in 






-:b«djft 57;Md awir il^ajt nl^ w|tion in ar?iy part, 
j$0MlM4if .Wi^ andt Itclmd indisdedi h^VQihad 
iu}}^fl»ifoibe<:oiivioced of the gai|:r4.lU^ true 
d^mip gffihusSxu whi^h this dafs of goptlcqcien 
^!ilf^t¥fil»;foeMyxl i^kttj refer to tbeii;e3q)erienct 

::1K waptiiMTc |iiClr}))fr$p];q^r^^,iu^io P^^ 

LfMtth iiinwgft:«htr^Ijifl^ «f m^ J f^^^^t why 
, ibcrfpMi NaAMba i^^uld aot have vm^ ^i^bcva 
.td.rq^!pfentih!nii: jntMcafe, I.progpfcjCSc^cr* 
nor John Gatiieiv Sfili <(f Bedg^biaiy^|,4ff Jf^, for 
the civilians, and General jFoe Smkh, £(q. of fiath^ 
: ^rtfae militarf order; . . * . . 
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Aa to die upftart trtbp, .or ela& pim^^ Naw 
. bobf^ they have ^. ii^ already, tfx . I^« Philip 
.. Franci^^ like thc^rji^pooilk predaix^ry breitbren^ xhe 
^ i*ji>fef 5 nor do I knpw a inore worthy njemben Mr. 
^ Cc Gockig (thr 9vi4^F? whpiQ e3Rea Mr» B^rke 
. hlttfhod for) wou)f^ HOC, I^iuppofep . coatfft \i, with 
. Jrim, However, 9fi igfuch nijay be f^id on t)oth ^ i 

u iidet; liihiJlnaii^^tf^ thematter«,;b^tk^^^ tb 1 • ^ 
dthc iipfl»i)Httri[l}efeidt^^ whctjbi^rj54r^5?p€hj 
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suine Nabob, at the head of^s^^ft, fi>Gdt^ffid» 
General Haftings, equally unfupported, brings up*^ 
tiS: p^it^ksTj/S^te I^^ diisilaft . 

^ntl&tian ii (till abro^a,! ani in hidi^eitiiati 4»saO» 
«rilf b^ufed, &} check atfd'contri>cd Ins t^AtV^Mt 
difpoi^on in fuch a fnaaner/ai thtft^HMlAhiay 
be favib^oat of his ample '&]ary; a» wiH twAiit 
fiim to bring home fufi^c^t^iA Ivi^ ^decdlt1)K«ifi» 
, «7ithout danger of becooifngehflfrgegblettf^'eljNl pk^ 
hOs. HiU gentleman b^C t«»'b€ K(jld ta^ U'in 
Wampi(l hi itrromBi tO'ilf f^ir GoWitt<^ tolb« 
dia, td'ifaduce them/ln't&tM^ la niBe eave^^Md 
' /dhoofe the I>chet fide of tlife iiIt«riMd^v^bmified 
' io their option by the go6d pM^ of tliU^councry^ 
viz/ to 'gk money, and ft) lie Called liM^en^xvta 
'^om^li^mepbor, aodbcdeetoirf/i>#i!r. '^l v 

If I wasnotan^nemy toegotifm, I {h($^'fihd 
a rank for myfelf ; for my cafe is curious and fin- 
iiltSi*,'' conUdcrihg that I Wals thirty j^ars in India» 
and now write this in a one eyed garret^ fixty fteps 
ifrotn the ground,' and the ladder taken away^ The 
<<bcperiexuie I had in fb lotig a courle of time, viz. 
ifrom 1^50 to 1 78o,induces tne to think that I could 
^ve fome good advice^ but then I aAi chetked 
\again, irom teflftdtftg, (hat advice in itiE^'naiure, is 
' like tar Water, ivhich many teeommend^ hut no* 
body will tjike. However,' I Will vi9itt!u(tr U ^nc 
iimpie dt^, Vh^ch, whether taken or Mi^f^^Witt do 
m h^rm, ihould it do no good* 
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' SE!tlt>uSLy and pofitively, it is my opinion, that 
in order to govern fuch parts of the £aftlndies as 
we may retain, properly, and to make it truly 
ufeful to this country, the men who are intended 
to govern it, both civil and military, fhould be 
trained up from early youth in that country, as was 
the cafe formerly, fiad our governors in the weft, 
been all Americans born, and Governor General 
Haftings not been interrupted in the manner that 
he was, by the fending out of th? obftinatte and 
vindiftive General Clavering, the impatient and 
farcaftic Colonel Monfon, and the artful and felf- 
interefted Philip Francis, to difturb-and thwart all 
his mcafures in the manner that they did, for years 
together, our empire would not have been difman- 
tled in the weft, nor our power in the eaft, ftiaken 
to its foundation, as it has been, in confequence 
of the furious divifions in the General Council at 
Bengali 

I FEAR that the full grown ftatefmen of this 
Ifland, are now too much corrupted, to be trufted, 
with fafety, in the government of our foreign pof- 
feflions. One of my reafons for making the above 
aflertion, is this : General Clavering, at the time 
he left England, was reckoned to be as honeft a 
man as any in it , but it was one of his maxims, and 
he often declared it, never to truft any man in pub- 
lie office, with the care, or difpofal, of public pro- 
|>ertyi for that all the men whom he had ever 

known 
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^Uioym in office, were nioft abominably cornj|»t, 

'Without a fingle exception. Were fuch fentiments 

proper for a man to polTefs, who was intended to 

have ruled over ten millions of people I I think 

jDpt : And I am convinced, that had General John 

'Clavering lived to have come to the government 

of Bengal, his reign would have exhibited .fcenes 

of the moft*'fufpicious«and brutal tyranny. Had Mr. 

Philip Francis come to the government, he would 

iiave £one to the other extreme ; for his <maxiai 

(was that of ^ Live and let live/ How it ihould 

jjave entered into the heads of ow Minifters, ihac 

^ mercaotile kingdom can beft be managed by a mi^ 

litary hf ad, is to me aftoniOiing ^ all experience^ 

•all hifiory^ cries aloud againfl: the political abfurdi- 

ty. General Elliot mounted from Calpe -into the 

regions of fame ; yet at Bengal, with nothing but 

jiuilitary ideas in his head, he might have been im- 

^ofed en, deceived, and betrayed, by the moft 

worthlefs and contemptible of the human race, as 

<3cncral Clavering moft certainly was* About a year 

before the General died. Colonel Monfon had fallen 

3, prey to vexation, afCfted by the unhealthinefs of 

the climate. This circumftance giving back the 

majority, and of courfe the government, ii>to the 

hands of Mr. Haftings, tJie General had time to 

cool and refleft. He faw the million crowd to the 

• 

Governor General's levee, whilft his own was left 
ill moft dcfolate : nor was a man to be ieen about 
him,, but a few dcfpcrate informers j fuch as La- 

cam* 



fcUqrP^rweU, 3H?£liUf,haHghty) ^rk Jtofihi^JM*: 

pointmcot had fgttu:e(| Jiis mind, and fiotnto fii6ca9i» 
l»w.-9pnft»P^4o'»- H? broke d\if, h bqih,alUyer.ii»; 

l^™ofr.<W<dl^ «»jS5c<l.;,Pe;iee Nil^jbijtgtiUMsf.- 
I (hope Jte:i9«r?f»leWiwUl rf)wkll»<W)«fi<;]yi*«M 

gu^q?:X>f any »ife,of^i9^Mfcw}j{.} UikaStsf^ifit.Umv 

ed, merely becaufe an orator by trade, and his ien.i 
nourable friend^ as he calls him, the Prefident of 
th^QQllcge oi ffunmt^'^if^^ ^ Tl»vjgftttfied 
by^SjemovaU- ..,,,;;..;.,... . ~^'-:r^\o;':j.rit:^\ 

No doubt buwhat ^d^^ ^ Ipn^Uog . tn^jiniMi, 
'99!^ !ft;>?tional «%<»«»»* «d I.WQ».iviitCD6bes^t 
'^i; <«Xi«P,aticmy «|npi$r.th«fipp$})An«n/^:r8^}o 
*=«^:»«« '9''«XyoMng??yhyj5,;ip?i»jtablttBd(fIakfQk\ 
*8f5S£&: ??i 4%#fn%-*af.«n^onte«|,tiiiQfljjo£t 
?!•' thole 



dkyfcriifflifchifliMH ^flmbat^y^^' fimfe-^vfr^ftF 
otlMT^'l iMlrhurt at the'fe^lnlM'g inffiff^drffi^c^ltr 
mc^the ^hblt Eiigl^ Seiufte, fti t^ otir dftAifce Vi A" 
in Afia^ Mrillk tf Scotch Lawyer^ and in hiQi^'Pi^'^ 
tfifM» iflMk M bd lb much agisted, and a][)pafently 
Gcmoeried,' ftr confequences in tb^t quainter 6f^t 
ciii{ii«t. To convince us of their di&ntereil!e(lnei%' 
in (his buibefsy I think Mr. Burke would do wdl' 
wrpctii bis'4(mj!ft^ Mr. WtlUam Burke^ from the 
ctarc df a'^Pr^e^ where he can have no poiItbl6' 
tI^ c6 be, but ^tb peraiSflSon of the £aff Itidia 
Obmpadyt^^dori)lg the term of their charter. The 
ib*f ^Mn?&)iHi£idd' duiittit having about two 
yiawittgQ^ippliitl to* and' obtuned from Lord' 
Noiltkpdeiaeriikf^^nce for his coufin's inUb* 
dvftMtfiko^ ifie' Takijotean R^jah^ appears almoft' 
iin|0fflU^.^Afjid:l cocM WiAi that the Lotd M-' 
vodi^ w«ili^g5vi Ibme botttr pro^f of his difihteir- 
eftedoeivm the aflUf, than that of taking )b 'muth^ 
psAis «> pa& forwatd a 'CGaftayman and fifehd of* 

• ' r I - . . . . .^ ' '■? » 






iMtftr^ A^ pfa^fophm fay:, that there is in evett ^ 
particle of matter pf which this world is tompofe(}» 
ibme fmall portion of that aftive element, fire; 
andrl^ieKefefbat tm ^f bodu^ pblitic, compofc 
them) tews-yoar win, Aeirtiiuftexiftfon^e particles'' 
of<%aBt)j^nJn^rdiK td lii««ft1gate an intti%:ite df«'' 
ftirlfollgpoo^ ^l^mp^rlf; :Q>himtttees 'iii«< foHh^ ; 
^tl&ppui^oft; \WI»ii'^eif're^6ri^ ^idade'^'* 

'ilo:': the 
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file J)ody from whojn they Wicre dptacbed^ ,credic» 
IK> doufat> 0xould be given ^o the j[ii;ntip)ents of 4 
majorityof the Comnaittcci but furely.thc fiipc- 
riority of obtaining information on all the circum- 
flances, does not imply that their judgements 
tber€oa» are in£illible ; in particular^ if itfhall b^ 
^bfervedft that the minds of the ChAirmat^ an4 
other leading members of the Committees, have 
been by any means warped to the prejudice of ^i- 
idividuils, whofe condud they have had in chaige 
to examine. It is the opinion of the Right Hon. 
BdmuadBurke, that ^^ our n^iural diffofition leads 
, ^^ all our €nquiri€s ra^er to persons than to things^ 
He has himfelf proved the afiertion to be true, in 
labouring through nK>re than half a dozen volumi- 
nous reports at the Seleft Committee, without havr 
ing been able for a moment^ to tear himfelf from 
the purfuit of perfonal invedive, fo as to purfue 
the true line of public duty. What have the Houfe 
heard or learned from hirpy and his honourable 
Jfriend the General, but elaborate commendations 
<A each others abilities, (naufeous beyond all pa* 
ralld,} and violent Philippics jsgainft Governor 
General Haftings,. and others, whom the . honour- 
able Chairman conliders to be his private enemies f 
.Notwithftanding this, how does the honourable 
£?ntleman take fire, when chained with a fa^ 
w|iich nobody denies ; that of reftoring men to of- 
fice difmifled by his predeceflbrs, without afTigning 
any reafon. After this,^ is he (he.maa who Aiall 
R. . ' throw 
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throw the fitft ftbne at a chard£i;er'fuch as chat of 
Governor Haftmgs» whiiil he is out isi ell pol&w 
WKty of anforerihg for himfclf ? 

In 1772 and 1773* the inveftives of the Com- , 
mittee^s managers wer« more {[eHeril. General 
Stnrgoyne> one of the Chairn)ta) declared, that 
the Indians in a lump, were rotten to^ tlie very core. 
-Socfa general rxpreflions fuited vrell 'with the theii 
defigns of the Miniftry : I'hey wefe aiming at tfhe 
whole patronage of Afia ; and therefore, to damn 
the Company and their fervants in a body, weri 
'the orders given oat by the managing party, ca 
their mouth-piece, Burgoyne. Poor man ! how 
has he fince had caufe to deplore the influence of 
the very men; whdfe dirty jobs he undercook to 
forward and dfttft ! How forely has he fck the 
ihafbofcalomny, (hot off by minifterial toek» 
dgainft his own condud in America ! In fufiPering 
his impetuofity, and to great contempt of his ene^- 
my, (a great fault in a General,) to hurry hitn 
into that peculiar (ituation, where to advance, or 
to retreat, *was 'equally impoflible ; where to H'ght, 
Was to commit murder; and whcic to furrender a 
large, well armeid, well difcipiined army, to ^ 
mere boorifh militia^ with ftavcrf alid pitchforfcs,— 
was no difgrace. The rotten Indians, as he called 
us, in compliance to the will of his mafters, have 
pitied his misfortunes, and blamed the men wto 
refufed him a heiurisg in felf defence* 

How 
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... af.Ol "■•.■,. -,-'■, r.fi I-' -T'-t !. -y: -.1 : ■ ■_ ■ 

--iJK!BW po»'"^^t|#^i^*W: #4v*7'c? pot by 
1^ gqjwDktoe ^Qfji^^^» tp tbi? iChairriian of the 
,5Fka.C(¥nmiua: 0^ i^8z !-;-" Haci joii ,aoy con- 
** C9in in the muft ? la « hat rujp^ 4i4 you pBjr . 
*• the Kiog his tributf: ?"— The anfwei? that were 
gtvea.tt>fuch clear tad fimple queries, would have 
done hoQOur to the 6rft born fon of Loyola t and 
marked General Smith in a particular manner, fat 
^n -boocovable ftieod to the Right Honoucabfe 
Mr..EdmUDd Burke. For ten. years afterw^s, 
we find hitn. placed m the fame (^Ir, direfting a 
Conunittee, in pursuit . oT the ^atne 'g;ame^ aided 
^,«f^,aC^ed by tlie , vary (ight honourable gentle- 
. v^, yiiit^t in the mo^ pointed a : terms, 

;|n I^s Obreryatift)s on a late Sc^ S'ariont 

, ab^vetefored to». cofiderooed th( nndutSt 

.jrf^ tljie. farmer Cofnjnittees }. w^_ i>s,<^(7 

IKiCi Kipprted, in g^ral termi^ the evidenoe 
ihifyhftdpeqcivcd, without ftoopingjQ prolhribe 
indiridu^l.^ 



.■.T9Ji.fudden.^Ky(:^utjoBS in Wtnaq aflairs, ane 

fubje^ outter for obferya^ioa to all orders of Ib- 

ciety. Churclunen lament, and call tbeoi pun- 

lihnients infliAcd by^ Heavea, on wilful fipners. 

..J^^iUpfbphers n^gardthem to. marks held but by 

2 -, Fioyi^fipcc, to iignlfy the vanity , ef all world- 

. JLjf . jJoflcfl^ns. , Politicians watch thejr crifis, 

and turn them to their own advanuge. Bv 

bcrt 
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ben bo]rs relate them in an attra^e tone oS 
voriie; to 'a^w-6|f th^a^^bii tff dkKif diRd£^ 
fromth^ pie'^^ing efiliiVisf br^ffltHy fuds, ^c^ 9^ 
ta^ ttii^^iatoii, Evea 1' have been amu^^ 
tKem } -and with none nibre diiui die panfebfar 
. conduift of puticulart^omnilhees of tbeMoafi of 
Commons, at difibrent periods," do the' fitme fu&> 

I HAD always confidered a ceiiTiiW of dke 1rI6t& 
of Commons of England as i vay fttiotis thihgi 
joibmucli, 'that a inan who (hduld be ia tmfiaSby 
as to have t)eeQ fo cenlur^d by Ac r^refentathrts 
of tiib people, in Parliament aiftmbled, woiild 
be in. ihiicK fuch a fituatlon, as a perfon ill the 
days of Henry U. when hi had been excommurii- 
^ caced ^Jy the church ; but 1 find that X have beiea 
mifbkenV it operates rather as a letter of r^coch« 
mendation in his favour. The truth is, the juggltiig' 
tricks of the church, were ib often ajpplied to ferVe 
ia&ious purpofes, and that lb often repeated, to 
the injury and rum of individuals, that it came at 
]aft to be defpifed— And the credit of certain 
ailemblies^' by purfuing' fimltar oieafore^, may 
come to mare the fame fate. 

''^^The threat of Ccricral iJfichard Smitfi, Wheniik 
^ c<mci«A' An 'ieadenhsdl-Sircet^, iiidiiatfiiiB 'iPro- 
'^jpn^tori pfEkft Iiidii Stotk," to ffcontlihiV Wt^' of 
''% i^&c,, df^om^lainlDg W Aem iieiuiShitt 



place, lias baed HsmieA wto exnudotu; faiit.ai 
what tSc€t h Dfae tiottt o» ledall Qoucrnor IcUb 
tiags, which wa&^^bcmd by afmadiinajorityr: of 
the DiredorS) a Court of Pioprmorsy iAicnugo^ 
lity- of fcyen* to one, obliged' them to refinBd s 
And the premanire introduction of the finrenth lo* 
port of the SeleA Committee, with >tht vum to fcmp 
Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James, out of the 
Direftion, operated more than any other caufe, to 
the fecuring of their ek&ioiu How tembk is it to 
fte the ecedk of fitch m body degraded to^ fo vile. at 
ufet and their ieaatodttl 'dignity debafed, fay an in* 
terferencc with the&dions of LeadenfaalL-Streec^ ^ 



GbwRNOR General EUftingsr haTiog been in the 
Eaft India Company ^5 fenrioe thtrcy'thrceyears^ 
and'Govetoor General of BengJd, by appointment 
<tf 'the- Jegiflative powers of this councry, nine 
yeavs^ and the powers given to him by the ftate at 
feft,* havilig been diree times renewed by as mat^ 
ftveral A&% of Parliament, it is not wonderful that 
he ihould have very numerotis enemias. For ic is a 
temark, not much to the credit of human nature^ 
I muft own, that the fiiends made by a man in 
high ftacion, are apt to wear out whilft they expeft 
his removal ; on the< reverfe, fans enemies endure 
for ever. This obiervation, if true, and I fear 
that it is but too much fo, added to the numben 
who aie gaping for fomething which the RmoaoJ 

of 
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•fifisch a uaoM vonkl^ftippljr, wSi aeedust for jx»m: 
irf of tfaeok Beit i flioold imagine that a man's 
enemies^ cieated^ by^ ^ above cwo caufes, though 
nomeroua and powerful, would noe becoihe fo 
▼cryafthreand-'perfeycring, as for the laft imie 
yearsy thofe of Governor Haftmgs have fliewii 
lAitmSAte^. Iildeedy.' I am convmeed, that exoepr 
diey had been joined hj another fort of enfciny^ 
smcfir more^vindiftir^ asd perfevering than the 
other two Ibits^ they never would have given hSm 
and his friends^ lb inacb trouble to expoTe and 
erufir tbeott as *(hey have now ahnoft done^ by^ 
weight of argument^ o£ truth) . and o£juflfae;; 
This lail order of enemies to the Governor Gene* 
ral, have grown out of a very fingular circun> 
ftance, neither more nor kfs than this, that Mr. 

s 

Haflhigs ftudied his pdittcs in Afia, and not lis 
£iniope« la order to explain fully and cleatfy, 
the trudi of the above aflertion, to my readers^ 
diey amft indulge me in a littte digreffion. I will 
not wander loog^ nor quitthemainoljeft fat2tfbra> 
moment, and, as ufual, confine the inftanccs in proof 
«f my prcmifes, to very few. 

p£R.Ri»*s there is not a man in the world, fe 
weH verfed in human affiiirs as Mr. Halltag^ 
whofe manners and habits of life, converfetiocv* 
addre(8,'and amulements, are fo fimpl^ fa plaint' 
-fo void of art, vanity, oftentation, aAd pri<fe«; 
This fimpficicy in all his.a£ltonS|. is io, nptorioui, 
xc that 
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ihat two grctt tr^vdkrsof i%i^/MWwMajarBtglP9 
9nd Mn William Mackiiicpfli» the auti»or of 
Jravek ia Europe, A(ia» aod Africm (both of 
frhom found their way to India, nobodjr there 
could tell how,) conceived him ac fi^ to be alb^U 
and have fince cooftantly reprefented him to be a 
knave-*For the fame realbn that the French dan^ 
cing-mafter faw nothing great in the Earl of Qx- 
ford-^For Mr. Haftings could ndther gamble 
nor lie."— -How then can a man be a good (jover* 
nor without fuch qualifications, any more than a 
Lord a good Minifter, who could never be made 
to dance a minuet i Mr. Hart was unknown in 
the Queen's time, who has fince made fo exoelleoc 
9k minuet dancer of General Dick Smith ; and eveii 
he never ventured to fport one at Court; though 
he often made himielf the ridicule of every boy in 
Calcutta, by his attempts that way. In oratory, 
N4 Mn Burke's leflbns have equally failed him i and 
I much fear, that his patriotifm will ihortly fink 
into equal contempt. 

East India affairs, like all other human afifairs^ 
are in continual rotation. Some years after Mr« 
Haftings had been Governor of Bengal, the Mi- 
nlfters fet the Company to whirl round on Aiifio* 
cratic pins. It was his duQr, It was his habit, to 
correfpond with the Direfbors of the Company's 
affairs m a body. He knew them not, nor fought 
he to know them, as individuals. Whoever ought 

whirl 
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whirl iff, wlwhi^fxdiii; was notHfag to Km. The 
Compaily was 'always ihe f^me; and his publie 
fencfiAeAlst<wer& addreffid to the whole body of 
t#fenty»f<Wr>asliis'priVaw or political ones, to the 
Chijifman ini Deputy Chairman for the tinie be« 
ing,- &s ever has been the cuftom of the fervice^ 
withodt even enquiring who the identical Chairman, 
or his Deputy, were. As a* body, they were his 
maffi^n ; as individuals, he felt himfelf their fupe- . 
TioT. 'the duties of his ftation he underftood, and 
purftied with fpirit and diligence; norhadtime^ or 
intention, to pay court to a fet of men, whom he nea« 
ther kneWj nor wilhed co know, in any other point 
of view, than as the Direflors of a great national 
Company,' whofe firft minifterial fervant abroad, 
he himfdf was. 

On fuch noble, honeft, and difinterefted pruv' 
crples, the Governor General performed his 
duty. But this negled of little and low perfonal 
■ politics, gave oiFence to fome flies on the wbed^ia 
Leadenhall-Street. They could not brook that the 
Governor General of Bengal, Ihould not appear to 
feel their confequcnce, as much as an under clerk 
at the India Houfe, and pay court accordingly-; 
and to this negleft, he owes the rancour and oppo- 
tioR of a party in the Diredtion. 

Thb fame kind of inattention, loft him the good 

opinion of a Right Honourable Orator. Wheft 
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Mr. 'WTillfaim Borkc firft found his way into tlir 
Carnatic, (though I can confider him in no other 
point of view, than a mufhroom Nabob adventu- 
rer, fuch as his great coufin firft appeared in this^ 
country, when picked upP by the Marquis of Rock- 
ingham^) had Governor Haftings fent for him to 
Bengal, and addreflfcd him in manner foHowingy. 
(as he rtioft certainly would have done, had he been 
educated at St. Stephen's.)— ''•• Welcome to Ben- 
gal, Sir.— Very glad to fee you> Sir.-^Your name^ 
Sir, Burke, if I mlftake noc— Goufin ta the great 
Statcfman, as I have heard.-^reat man ! O very 
great man !— Sublime and beautiful ! Wonderful 
performance ! Prodigious work ! — ^Your Coufin* 
was well I hope. Sir, when you heard from him 
laft. — Bufy, no doubt ; earneft to favc the ftate^ 
Great man ! — I have read his concilatory plan*. 
Heavenly thought ! What a pity not attended to ! 
But when will Britain^s friends have fway !— •Ihave 
all his fpeeches, all his political tracts, regularly 
lent me^ have drawn much information fron> 
them in my government of Afia.— Prodigious 
genius !-i-But that great man ftooping to write 
pamphlets^ is, methinks, like Raphael painting apo- 
thecaries pots !-:-Come tomakeany ftay with us,Sir f 
I hope you are.— You may command me. Sir.— 
You corrcfpond with youf Coufin, no doubt.— Cai> 
I be inftrumental in forwarding your difpatches ?— 
Command me, Sir, in that, or any other thing.— 
Shall be' made quite happy, in having an oppor- 
tunity 
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tunky tot commence a correfpondence with that 
YTQndcrful ftatefman, by covering your remarks 
9fl chU cQumrf to him.-^Willa contrail fuityou. 
Sir ?— We have a commiiTaryfhip now vacant,— 
Cpenmand me. Sin— A cover at my uble. Sir, 
always at your fervice.— Always expeft to fee you, 
5ir* — Great man, your Coufin ; very great man !— 
&c. &c/*— But the honicft mind of Mr, Haftings, 
is above all fuch dirty work. He took no more 
qotice of the adventurer, William Burke, than of 
Major Baggs or William Mackintoih ; for which 
negjed, the orator has abufed him as much, as 
eicl^er of the others, and with as little effe£b. 

The lad inftance I (hall produce of the Gover« 
nor's creating himielf enemies, is in the General 
pf the Committee, the Prince of /furious Nabobs, 
ythcn chat mighty man commanded the Bengal 
army, it fuited his purpofe to reprefent Sujah ul 
Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, to the Governor and 
Council in Calcutta, to be fo powerful and daring 
a Prince, as to induce«them to continue a large 
third of the Bengal army in the Vizier's domini- 
ons ; the payment of which, and the King's tri- 
bute, amounting to half a million fterling annu- 
ally, paffcd through the General's hands ; very 
much to his private advantage, but to the ruin of 
Bengal, from whence the money was drawn, never 
to return. The impolitic and ruinous tendency 
of fuch heavy drains of Ipecie, out of our own 

G 2 provinces. 
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provinces. Governor Haftirigs faw, and fbon after 
his coming to the government, put a ftop to it ; 
and at the fame time difcovered, that the General's 
bugbear, or rather cat's paw, the Vizier Nabob, 
Sujah ul Dowlah, was the moft contemptible of alf 
Royal poltroons. This inadvertent, and unintend- 
ed fatire, on the General's penetration, has embit- 
tered him againft Mr. Haftings; (a gentleman, 
by-rhc bye, whom General Smith has never fcen,) 
To this circuTnftance, and hrs being a friend of 
Mr. Sulivan, the Governor GeneraJ owes the rank 
enmity of this man. To fum up the whole, Mr. 
Haftings has no other enemies, but a party in thcr 
Dircdtion, who think their dignity flighted, be- 
caufc he will know them only in their official, and 
not individual capacity ; the great patriotic ora- 
tor, from the other fide the water^ General Richard" 
Smith, and the three great rambling advcnrurers^ 
William Burke, William Mackintolh, and Major 
Baggs. It would be difficult to find another enemy 
that Mr. Haftings has, at home, or abroad, worth 
notice : for I own I believe that Mr. Farrer, and 
Mr. C. W. B. Rous, arc more the friends of Mr. 
Francis, than the enemies of Mr. Haftings. At the 
fame time it is ftiocking to think, how two men^ 
who, from their confciences, knew better, could 
permit the diabolical infinuations, relative to the 
tnal and execution of Nundcomar, to pafs into the 
reporrof a certain Committee, without protcfting 
agahift them. Their lb doing has, howc.x£r^damned 
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them in my opinion ; for fucb treatment ©fan ab- 
leot and innocent. man> U, in my judgement,, worfe 
than murder. I know that they privately declare^ 
that the orator drew*rhem up, but that is no excufe 
for their letting them pafs. 

From the recapture of Calcutta in 1757, to the 
acceflion of Governor Maftings in 1772, there 
were but four Governors of Bengal, except Lord 
Clive, who were properly appointed by the Com* 
pany. The reftoration of .Governor Drake, and 
the very Ihort reign of Mr. Hoi well, having been 
purely accidental, I do not reckon them. 

The foiir gentlemen were Governor Vanfit- 
tart. Governor Spencer, Governor Verelft, and 
Governor Carticr, who jointly held the govern^ 
menc eight or nine years. The two firft'are dead, 
»nd their families have been but too well convin* 
cedj by the very fmall fortunes which they left, 
tha£ acquiring money was a fmall pare of their 
fludy. The two latter are now alive, and I wifh I 
could fay, that their fortunes are greater than, from 
my knowledge of the difintereftednels of the men, 
1 fear them to be. .But the moft fingular part of 
jhe ftory is this j they all fall, updcr the de- 
fcripiion oi reputed Nabobs ^ and, I boldly affirm, 
that. the amount of the money remitted to 
this country, by the whole four on their own ac» 
^ount| did not amount to a fum equal to wHatGe^ 
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ncral Richard Smirh accumulated and remitted 
by the Company's cafh, in the fliort fpaceof three 
yearsj whilft in command of the army. He there- 
fore, on more accounts than one, muft be content 
that I place him at the head of the fpurious Naboh. 
No wonder then, that the honourable gentleman 
reprobates all his old afTociaces and connexions, 
and fcts himfelf up for a patriot of the firft head. 
That he, and his right honourable friends, Mcflrs; 
Fox and Burke, compofe a noble triumvirate, no- 
body will deny — A man muft look back to a pe- 
riod juft before the birth of Chrift, to match them. 
However, I beg leave to give him a hint. His 
friend, Philip Francis, is a wife man, and I be« 
lieve, a better economift than himfelf. He tarried 
a rider on his back, when he went to India before; 
and having had a leaf out of Calcraft's book, did 
not fpend his time idly whilft he was there. Gene- 
ral Clavering and Colonel Monfon wrangled, the 
firft for the chair, and the fccond for the command 
of the army.' Philip held the balance, and milked 
the cow. The vanity of the man will carry him 
great lengths. The government of Bengal is worth 
three years purchafe, to a man fo well verfed in the 
ways and means of that country. Reynard is 
hungry j the grapes have long been four ; and an 
early fevere winter may ruin all again. Poor Paddy 
has lately loft his mafter,and Paddy muft eat. Mind 
what I fay; coalcfce with Philip, and agree in 
lime. The Lord Advocate's plan of Governor 

and 
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and General both in one, romantic as it is, may 
prove ^ bar to your hopes. Do not hefitate. Down 
with the roleaus, Mafter Mite, down with the 
Toleaus. Philip and you» by Iharing the fpoil, may 
afFprd a good purfe. Mind what you are about : 
The great prize Bear, Haftings, is almoft run 
doY^a ; do not let him efcape, whilft you ^juarr^l 
about the (kin. Thefe things are bt& managed in 
a thin Houfe. Summer approaches, and Members 
£y off like Swallows* Mind what I fay; tofs the 
jiorthern cur a fop. — Coi^cfcp, coaleice, jind per- 
fcvcrp.— Country gentlemen are fick to loathing, 
at the eternal jingle ^ India affairs : rather than he 
Seized with them through another feflions, they 
would pafs a bilLto declare AHa independent. This 
your friend, the great orator, knows. He owes 
'every particle of his fucqefs in life, to long winded 
•teizing. If you let the prefent opportunity flip, 
you are undone for even A diffolution may hap* 
pen-, think of that, Mafter Matthew, think of 
that. Never more Ihall you find the way to Afia 
through Leadenhall-Screet ; the leap muft be made 
from St« Stephen's Chapel, or the game is up. 

The above long-winded paragraph tiaay fomd 
Jike rant -, but there is fome4:imes truth in joking* 
Never, fure, were people fo miflcd by words, as 
<he good folks of this natiom When Aall we be 
wife ? The Lord Advocate honeftly confeflcs, that 
in forming his Aliatlc Bill, he has taken no ad vide, 

and 
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tod I coniciencioufly believe him. Such great 
flatefisen as he, and die Right Honourable Mr. 
.Burke, want no advice. Their ideas of legiflation 
arcpcrfeft, and their bilh will equaUy fait the 
wilds of Sibtrria, mountains of Africa, deferts of 
Arabia, or ferdle plains of Hindooftan. Englifh 
Afts of Parliament, are abfolutely the worft ma- 
nufadure the kingdom has to export : they are 
made up of fuch difcordant atoms, that they will 
not operate to any advantage, in any climate but 
that in which they are fabricated. My great hope 
is, that the number of cooks will fpoil the broth, 
and that ultimately, we (hall do nothing more in 
India affairs, than that of granting the Company 
immediate relief, by a vote of credit, and wait with 
patience, to fee the efFefts of the Judicature Bill, 
the Ten Years Charter Bill, and of the late Peace. 

I HAVE fpent the better half of my life in Afia» 
and know not how to exprefs my difguft, at the idea 
of forming Bills in an Englifh Parliament, for the 
interior government of Hindooftan. Let the Lord 
Advocate fuppolc Hyder Ally feated in his Durbar, 
forming a code of laws to govern England ; and 
fome part of the abfurdity will ftrike him* Moft 
certain 1 am, that the great warriors and ftatefmen 
all over India, confider Mr. Haftings, next to 
Lord Clive, to be the greateft man of our nation, 
that ever was amongft them : And if their genius 
}ed them to execute political prints, I am confident 

they 
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they would reprefcnt him as z lion, nmh hift Ittih 
drawn, and claws pared to the quick : or perhaps 
as a man capable of every thing, bat with his bands 
tied behind him. 

Thers are two things which all the patriots and 
lawyers in England, would never be able to make 
the Afiatics underftand the meaning of. The 
firft is what we mean by the expreffion Civil Li- 
berty : the fecond is, how a government can be fo 
conftituted, that the firft magiftrate (hall be ac- 
countable for meafures which he does hot direft. 
Ever fincc the year 1774, they have been con- 
ftantly told, that Governor General Haftings had 
done fiich things, that he would moft certainly be 
recalled by the expected (hipping ; and that excra^ 
ordinal y farce is kept up to this moment. Let Eng- 
]i(hmen boaft of the wifdom of their rulers, if they 
pleafe ; but if fuch another inftance of want of 
•real wi(dom, is to be found on the records of any 
nation in the woiid, than am I miftaken. 

Thb Lord Advocate is a man of great reading, 
and much obfervation. I would a(k him whether 
in the interior parts of the Highlands of Scodand, 
there do not exift clan prejudices, and local habits, 
that bid defiance to all written law, and to pre- 
fcrve which, the natives would ri(k every thing, 
even life itfelf? If this is the cafe in our own 
Ifland, how much ftronger mult habits and preju- 
dices 
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dkea ciaft amcngft a pmple, who di^er from qs 
in every human idiea pf religious and civil legifla* 
tion ! There arc thoufands of farcoersi Uviog in 
villages in the provinces gf HindooftaOt iacuiwe4 
on a fmall fpot of rifing ground, in the midft of 
vaft cultivated plains^ vrhoTe predeceflbrs bave^ 
from time immemorial^ paid annually to their Ze- 
mindar*, or perhaps to a banker, or money lender^ 
in the village, 75 per cent, per annum,, for money 
to buy ucenfils and feed grain, with which to cul- 
tivate a fmall diftrid in the neighbourhood* I have 
known at leaft a dozen inftances, where EnglKbmcA 
have conceived, that it would be the greateft, re- 
lief to thoie poor diftrefied creatures, as they fup- 
pofed them to be, to fupply them with money at 
24 per cent per annum, and tried the experiment. 
What was -the oMifequence? Why they never 
could recover their capital ; and were always obli-* 
ged to give up their obligations to the Zemindar, 
or hankcTj for the principal only. His Lordfliip 
muft know, as well as I do^ that the Afiatic £uf- 
mers, are fo far from being at rack rent, that their 
returns from the crops aoe in general fo very ampler 
that was our Englifli farmers to hold their farms oa 
fimilar terms, they would be enabled to buy the 
eftatc which, as farmers, they rented, every five years; 

How would the Lord Advocate determine, if 

placed as a judge in an Afiacic village, fituated as 

- mentioned above, when one of thefirit inhabitants 
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of the place, (hould apply lo him for juftice. Be* 
caufe a neighbour of his* of equal rank with him • 
ftlf, had ncgleftcd to invite him to his daughter's 
wedding ? Would his Lordfliip direft the jury to 
find for the defendant, with cofts of fuit ? If he 
did, he t^ould be a bad Afiatic judge, though 
perhaps, he may be a good Englifli one. 

I Kifiow nothing fo prcpofterous, as the idea of 
framing laws \n an Englilh Houfc of Commons, 
for the interior government of Hindooftan, It 
ftrites on my imagination on all fides, with fuch 
full blown abfurdit)% that I cannot btif to think 
of it. 

When the Regulating Aft pafled in 1773, every 
man In this to6ntry had in his mind, that the famine 
at Bengal 1111770, hid been caufed by the avarice 
and monopolizing fpirjt of theEnglilh; to rfcmedy 
which, the aft ofdained that no European fhould 
buy rice in the pfovinces. In vain did tJovemor 
VcreHt, and other hbntft men, point out thfe abfur- 
'^rty of the claufe. In vain did they fhew that Eu- 
ropeans A'cre the only exporters of grain, and that 
every buQidl that vn^ exported, brought two and 
fixpence into the kingdom, and affifted the farmer^ 
to pay their rents, and that for grain which was by • 
no means wanted, or could otherways be made of 
ofe. I have myfclf, exported from Bengal in the 
courfe of one year, one hundred and fifty thoufand 
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snaunds of rice, and paid export duties on ic to the 
C4>cn'pany, to the amount of 4000/. fterling. But 
MOhcr I9 nor any other merchant, could export 
ri«e to advantage, when forced to purchafe it at 
the Prelidency. Nor did we choofe to. iubjeA our- 
ftlves to informations for a breach of an a£t, 
merely becaufe it was (ignified from, the higher 
powers on the fpot, whofaw and felt the abfurdity of 
fuch claufe, that no notice would be taken of fach 
breach. In the end. Governor Haftings boldly 
and juftly oppofed the A£t» in the cafe of the 
Judges interfering in the revenues, aod.aiked par* 
don- for fo doing. . The rice claufe it again inlerted 
in the new Bill, though every man in India, is 
convinced of its pernicious tendency. 

If ou r patriots and lawyers, are fo very fond of 
legiflating for a country fo diftant as the Eaft In- 
dies, it will fave themfelves, and their Governors 
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abroad, much trouble, to fend with their A£ts, a 
general difpenfing power. This idea does not go 
much beyond what the Lord. Advocate himfelf con- 
ceives to be neceflary, with refpedt . to the powers 
requilice to be given to his future Governor Gene- 
ral. In that fingle inilance I agree with him intire- 
ly, provided that he can obuin from Heaven, a 
fucccflion of men, almoft as good. as angels, to aft 
as Governors, fo far from the feat of empire, fur- 
rounded by temptations fo powerfully ilrong. I 
believe Lord Corawallis to be a charafter as near 

the 
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the mark as can be. But why a militarf Governor ? 
Bengal is neither a mere rock, like Gibraltar, nor 
an ifland, like Jamaica, liable, at every motion of 
the enemy, to be put under military government. 
It is a vaft mercantile^mpire, and as fuch, a great 
acquifition to Great Britain : but furely it will not 
require a Governor bred up in a camp, with ideas 
purely military, to manage it. A man wbofe creed is 
the articles of war, may do well enough to defend the 
frontier, or fefve as a mere Governor of Madrafs ; 
but God grant that Bengal may continue free from 
the didtates of fb unnatural a monfter, as a military 
Governor. 

Though Mr. Burke does not like the Lord Ad- 
vocate's bill, ftill the right honourable gentleman 
continues to abufe Governor Haftings, and ftill 
ibme few members attend to him. He pledges bim^ 
ftlfxo God, the Houfe, and his Country, that he 
will prove Mr. Haftings to be the greateft of all 
delinquents; andlavevy that if the right honoura- 
ble gentleman foccceds, in bringing about the recall 
of the Governor General, he vnll never fay more on 
the fitbjeSt. Is it poffible that the Houfe and the 
world, can forget how often the right honourable 
gentleman has pledged himfelf to bring home fa6ts 
againft men in high ftation, and how virulently he 
has abofedthemwhilft they were in office ? and can 
they forget how he dropped his charges, and 
changed his language,, the inftanc they were re- 
moved ? 
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moved? Lord North is now bis honourable 
friend i and Lord Rodney is again a hero.*-^If the 
Houfe of Confimons will only pafs a bill to make 
Mr. Francis Governor of Bengal, General Richard 
Smith Commander in Chief, and Mr. William 
Burke a Bengal Counfellor, Governor Haftings 
will not be merefy good, but the tsfi offutjeOs. 

^^ This clue once founds unravels all the reft : 
^' The frofpeS ckars^ and Ev^unuftands coif eft. 

Profiigate as the age is, and abandoned as fome of 
our rulers are, yet I cannot think that they will 
be hardy enough to remove Mr. Haftings on the 
plea of delinquency, without a fpecific charge 
having been even alledged, and fend out fuch men 
as Mr. Francis and General Smith. The Court of 
Proprietors know thefe men, and their own interefl:, 
too well, to fubmit to fuch a (hameleis proftitution 
of their property. And it is to be hoped, nay, it 
can only be doubted by the framers of this bill, 
that the Houfe of Commons will not fuffer fuch an 
affront to be put on their underftanding, without 
a proper refencment. In the choice of thefe two 
men to govern fuch a kingdom as Bengal, there is 
fo glaring a degree of venality, that it would be as 
abfurd to offer an argument in proof of it, as it 
would to prove a felf evident propofition. Nothing 
can make it plainer than the charafters of the men 
who are concerned in this pro&'gate bargain. 

■ 
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